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RAPID FIRE MANE 


Sadio’s 
3 goal 
record 

SADIO Mane’s stunning 
hat-trick helped Saints 
to end their home Pre¬ 
mier League season in 
record-breaking style. 

The Senegalese star fired 
a first half hat-trick in 
just two minutes and 56 
seconds to help Saints on 
their way to a 6-1 destruc¬ 
tion of Aston Villa. 

Saints are now on course 
for their first ever Premier 
League top seven finish.If 
Swansea fail to beat Man¬ 
chester City tomorrow, 
then Saints are virtually 
guaranteed a top-seven fin¬ 
ish - even if they lose their 
final game at Manchester 
City next Sunday 

Tottenham’s 2-0 victory 
over Hull saw them remain 
a point ahead of Saints 
in sixth - the last place 
that guarantees a Europa 
League slot. 

If Saints finish seventh, 
they will qualify for the Eu¬ 
ropa if Arsenal beat Aston 
Villa in the FA Cup final. If 
Villa win and Saints finish 
seventh, Ronald Koeman’s 
men will miss out. 



Sadio Mane celebrates one of his record-breaking hat-trick goals. 


Le Tissier 
loses his 
record! 

IT was a record 
previously held by 
Saints legend Matthew 
Le Tissier. 

Back in April 1994, at 
Norwich’s Carrow 
Road, Le God netted 
three times in 15 
second half minutes to 
help Alan Ball’s men 
come from 1-3 down to 
win 5-4. 

One of Le Tissier’s 
goals in that 
memorable game came 
from the penalty spot. 

That remained the 
quickest hat-trick by a 
Saints player in the 
Premier League - until 
Sadio Mane’s 
remarkable 
performance this 
weekend. 

The Senegalese 
struck three times in 
just two minutes and 
56 seconds to beat 
Robbie Fowler’s 
previous Premier 
League record of four 
minutes and 23 
seconds against 
Arsenal in August 1994. 

Mane said: “It’s 
great. But more 
important for me was 
the victory and we got 
that, so I’m happy for 
the team and the fans,” 
he said. 

“We have a chance 
(to reach Europe) and 
we’ll try to win the next 
game. It won’t be easy 
but we’ll try to win (at 
Manchester City). 

“We have a great 
team.” 
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SAINTS 6 ASTON VILLA 1: Sadio stars on record day 

Mane rewrites record 
books in rapid style 



Shane Long salutes one of his goals 



Sadio Mane slides in for one of his hat-trick goals 


TEAM CHECK 


By Adam Leitch 

adam.leitch@dailyecho.co.uk 


SADIO Mane scored the 
fastest hat-trick in Premier 
League history, as Saints 
rounded off their home 
campaign with a spectacu¬ 
lar 6-1 demolition of Aston 
Villa. 

Mane was the star of the 
show at St Mary’s, with 
three goals in the space of 
two minutes and 56 seconds, 
breaking Robbie Fowler’s 
previous hat-trick record of 
four minutes and 33 seconds 
which had stood since 1994. 

Shane Long scored twice 
and Graziano Pelle added 
the other, as Saints gave 
their European hopes a sig¬ 
nificant boost. 

Saints thought they had 
taken the lead on four min¬ 
utes and were furious it was 
incorrectly ruled out by the 
linesman’s offside flag. 

Nathaniel Clyne played 
a ball from the right wing 
round the back of the Villa 
defence. It went well clear 
of Shane Long coming back 
from an offside position and 
hesitation between the de¬ 
fence and Shay Given in goal 
meant it came to Graziano 
Pelle just inside the area and 
he produced a calm, sidefoot¬ 
ed volley to bury the ball in 
the net. 

Replays showed that Pelle 
was clearly well onside, but 
the flag had been raised 
and referee Robert Madley 
awarded the free kick. 

Pelle came close again 
five minutes later, this time 
played in behind by Ryan 
Bertrand’s ball down the 
left. Again, the Italian hit 
a good finish, this time low 
and across goal, but Given 
got down to his left to save. 

Saints were given a let-off 
on 11 minutes as Jack Greal- 
ish split the Saints defence 
with a pass into the path of 
Christian Benteke, but he 
finished into the side net¬ 
ting. 

That was the calm before 
the storm, though, that saw 
Mane secure a record-break- 


Saints: Gazzaniga, Clyne, Fonte, 
Alderweireld, Bertrand, Wanyama, 
S Davis, Long, Ward-Prowse, 

Mane, Pelle. 

Subs: K Davis, Yoshida, Gardos, 
Targett, Reed, Djuricic, Elia. 

Aston Villa: Given, Bacuna, 
Vlaar, Okore, Hutton, Westwood, 
Delph, Cleverley, N’Zogbia, 
Grealish, Benteke. 

Subs: Guzan, Weimann, 
Agbonlahor, Senderos, Sanchez, 
Lowton, Sinclair. 

Ronald Koeman made 
two changes to the side 


ing hat-trick in the space of 
just 176 seconds. 

The first was route one as 
Paulo Gazzaniga pumped 
a long ball down field and 
Pelle won the flick-on in the 
air. Mane burst between two 
Villa defenders and got a bit 
of luck as he poked a shot to¬ 
wards goal that was saved by 
Given’s legs and came back 
and hit the Saints winger. 

The ball broke kindly into 
space and Mane had the sim¬ 
ple job of putting into the 
empty net. 

The second also had a cer¬ 
tain amount to do with Vil¬ 
la’s defensive shortcomings. 


that were beaten by 
Leicester. 

James Ward-Prowse 
returned from suspension 
and went straight back 
into the side. 

He was joined by Shane 
Long, who was recalled 
from the bench. 

The men to miss out 
were Harrison Reed and 
Eljero Elia. 

Morgan Schneiderlin 
and Dusan Tadic were 
both still out through 
injuries. 


Ron Vlaar’s awful at¬ 
tempted back pass from the 
right was intercepted by 
Shane Long, who went into 
a challenge with Given. The 
ball again broke kindly and 
Mane was able to finish into 
an unguarded net once more. 

The sensational hat-trick 
goal came just moments 
later as a flick from Ryan 
Bertrand set Long breaking 
forward down the left and 
he squared a pass across the 
face of the penalty area to 
Mane, who hit a first-time, 
side-footed shot that moved 
away from Given, who 
couldn’t save it. 
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Sadio Mane skips past Shay Given for one of his hat-trick goals 


He was beaten again as 
Saints made it 4-0 on 26 min¬ 
utes. Mane again caused 
problems, cutting in from 
the right and playing in 
Pelle. He was one-on-one 
with Given but his shot was 
saved by the keeper’s legs. 

This time the ball came to 
Long, who rolled into the 
empty net from ten yards 
out. 

Saints incredibly made it 
5-0 with another Long goal 
on 38 minutes. 

This was a simply stun¬ 
ning effort, after Saints 
robbed Villa in possession 
in the middle of the pitch. 


Long saw Given off his line. 
He fired a right footed effort 
from 40 yards that beat the 
Villa keeper and had Saints 
fans gasping for breath. 

That was not an end to the 
first-half scoring,as Villa got 
one back in stoppage time. 

Leonardo Bacuna whipped 
in a cross which Benteke 
met at the far post and bur¬ 
ied with a firm header. 

Saints started the second 
half back on the front foot 
and almost added another as 
a cross was half cleared and 
Long had the chance to vol¬ 
ley, but he hit into the turf 
and wide. 


Villa made their first 
change on 57 minutes, with 
Gabriel Agbonlahor replac¬ 
ing Charles N’Zogbia. 

It didn’t stop the one-way 
traffic, with Given having to 
turn behind Ward-Prowse’s 
inswinging free kick which 
had just evaded the head of 
Toby Alderweireld. 

Villa made another switch, 
with Matthew Lowton com¬ 
ing on for Bacuna. Saints 
brought on Maya Yoshida on 
72 minutes to replace Steven 
Davis. Alderweireld moved 
into central midfield, with 
Yoshida partnering Jose 
Fonte at centre half. 


It had been a relatively 
quiet period in the game un¬ 
til Yoshida’s far post header 
from Ward-Prowse’s right 
wing free kick required a 
diving save from Given and 
then Nathaniel Clyne fired 
over from a decent position. 

Saints made a second 
change as Filip Djuiric came 
on for Ward-Prowse with ten 
minutes remaining. 

Saints did finally add to 
their tally with a deserved 
goal for Graziano Pelle on 81 
minutes. 

Mane was the creator, as he 
played a one-two with Dju- 
ricic and whipped in a cross 


from the right that found 
Pelle totally unmarked and 
he slammed home a volley 
from eight yards out for 6-1. 

Both sides made their last 
substitutions with Scott Sin¬ 
clair replacing Grealish for 
Villa and Eljero Elia coming 
on for Pelle. 

Gazzaniga got a rare 
chance to shine in the clos¬ 
ing stages as he saved with 
his legs from Agbonlahor be¬ 
fore the win was confirmed 
and the players enjoyed a 
well deserved ovation from 
the crowd on their lap of 
honour. 



Ronald Koeman gives a 
thumbs up 


HAVE YOUR SAY ON SAINTS - COMMENT ONLINE AT www.dailyecho.co.uk 




























4 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, May 16,2015 


SAINTS 6 ASTON VILLA 1: Koeman’s reaction 


Remarkable result 'on 
an amazing afternoon’ 



Steven Davis gives his daughter a lift on the traditional post-match lap of honour 



Shane Long enjoys a laugh with his daughter after Saints’ 
great victory 


Toon facing a nervy finale 


By Adam Leitch 

adam.leitch@dailyecho.co.uk 


RONALD Koeman reflected 
on Sadio Mane’s record- 
breaking hat-trick and 
smiled: “It’s not normal.” 

The Senegalese interna¬ 
tional broke Robbie Fowler’s 
mark for the fastest ever Pre¬ 
mier League treble, which 
had stood since 1994, scoring 
his hat-trick in two minutes 
and 56 seconds. 

It sent Saints on their way 
to a 6-1 win over Aston Villa 
in their final game at St 
Mary’s this season. 

Koeman said: “It’s not nor¬ 
mal to score a hat-trick in 
two or three minutes, even 
not in the Premier League, 
in Holland, in the worst 
league in the world. 

“He got the pace, we pun¬ 
ished them about that and 
that was fantastic.” 

He also revealed that he 
has spoken to Mane about 
making him a greater goal 
threat. 

“I speak a lot to Sadio be¬ 
cause first of all an impor¬ 
tant thing for the player is 
he has to know what his best 
quality and the rest of the 
players have to know what 
the best qualities of Sadio,” 
he said. 

“Sometimes I have a dis¬ 
cussion and say you some¬ 
times go too much down and 
back into the ball. You need 
to make movements in the 
space and then you are so 
dangerous because nobody 
is so fast as you. 

“He is a scorer player. 

“If you go down or to the 
midfield, you are a long way 
from the goal of the oppo¬ 
nent and you have to use 
your qualities. 

“Today, he demonstrated 
what we expect from Sadio. 

“He’s a great player, a great 
run player in front. 

“We know for some play¬ 
ers, it’s the first season in 
the Premier League, but you 
have to learn and still he’s a 
young player and he can do 
much better than he did. I 
believe that.” 


• Newcastle face a nerve- 
wracking final day in their 
Premier League survival 
battle, after squandering 
control to lose 2-1 at al¬ 
ready-relegated QPR. 

• Matt Phillips and Leroy 
Fer fired second-half goals 
at Loftus Road to deny 
John Carver’s embattled 
Newcastle their Premier 
League safety. 

• Newcastle will now host 
West Ham at St James’ 
Park on Sunday, still 
fighting for their Premier 
League lives. 


The result was a remarka¬ 
ble way for Saints to sign off 
at St Mary’s for the season 
and Koeman was glowing in 
his praise for his side. 

“I enjoyed it very much, 
like all the fans, because we 
play great football, great 
spirit from the beginning 
and that was the difference 
between the last away games 
and today and some help 
from Aston Villa who played 
about offside, high defend¬ 
ing, a lot of space and then 
you have to punish that. 

“A little bit unlucky be¬ 
cause they told me after five 
minutes it wasn’t offside the 


• The sole comfort for New¬ 
castle in their dismal de¬ 
feat was Hull’s 2-0 loss at 
Tottenham, which leaves 
manager Carver’s men fa¬ 
vourites to escape the drop 
- but only just. 

• Emmanuel Riviere ended a 
21-game Premier League 
drought with his first top¬ 
flight goal in England to 
hand Newcastle the lead. 

• The Tynesiders collapsed 
after the break, however, 
QPR scoring twice in seven 
minutes to turn the tie on 
its head. 


goal of Pelle. We had great 
movement from our strik¬ 
ers, great movements from 
our midfielders. 

“It’s not always we have 
high scores about all the 
chances what we create and 
that’s difficult. 

“After half time it’s 5-1 
and the human reaction is 
always to take it easy, but 
we kept a good organisation 
in the second half, a good 
concentration in the second 
half and we scored a great 
6-1, a great goal, team move¬ 
ments. 

“An amazing afternoon. 

“You don’t expect that 
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Arm in arm, the Saints players celebrate a memorable season after the 6-1 caning of Aston Villa. All pictures by Stuart Martin 


one, to be honest, but I was 
expecting a reaction of the 
team after the last two games 
and it was great because it’s 
our last home game and the 
fans deserved this one be¬ 
cause they had an amazing 
support of the team. 

“It was a very enjoyable af¬ 
ternoon.” 

• Sadio Mane might have 
created a new Premier 
League record for the fastest 
ever hat-trick, but the Foot¬ 
ball League record remains 
James Hay ter's hat-trick for 
Bournemouth in two min¬ 
utes and 20 seconds in Febru¬ 


ary 2004 against Wrexham. 

The Isle of Wight-born 
Hayter came off the bench 
late on to carve his name in 
the record books. 

Hayter’s effort beat Jock 
Dodds’ previous league re¬ 
cord for Blackpool against 
Tranmere in 1943 by 10 sec¬ 
onds. 

Mane was unable to re¬ 
place Manchester United 
striker Ole Gunnar Solsk- 
jaer in the Premier League 
record books. 

The Norwegian struck four 
times in only 13 minutes 
after coming on as a substi¬ 
tute at Nottingham Forest in 


February 1999. Solskjaer’s 
remarkable feat meant Sir 
Alex Ferguson’s men ran 
out 8-1 winners at The City 
Ground, the largest away 
win in Premier League his¬ 
tory 

• Shane Long’s double 
yesterday gave hope at one 
point that two players from 
the same side would both 
score hat-tricks in the same 
Premier League game for 
only the second time ever. 

The only occasion remains 
Robert Pires and Jermain 
Pennant hammering trebles 
for Arsenal in their 6-1 ham¬ 
mering of a below-strength 


Saints side at Highbury in 
May 2003, just a few days be¬ 
fore they met in the FA Cup 
final. 

Two Saints players scored 
hat-tricks in the same First 
Division match against Cov¬ 
entry at The Dell in April 
1984. 

Both Steve Moran and Dan¬ 
ny Wallace grabbed three 
goals in an 8-2 rout of the 
Sky Blues. 

Prior to Mane’s rewriting 
of the record books, James 
Beattie had scored the fast¬ 
est Premier League hat-trick 
by a Saints player at either 
The Dell or StMary’s. 


Beattie struck three times 
in 26 minutes against Ful¬ 
ham in a 4-2 win at St Mary’s 
in October 2002. Like Le Tis- 
sier at Norwich, one of his 
goals also came from the 
penalty spot. 

Alan Shearer deserves a 
mention for scoring a hat- 
trick inside 44 minutes 
against Arsenal on his first 
start for Saints aged just 17 
in April 1988. 

And Colin Clarke belted 
three goals in just 33 min¬ 
utes on his Saints debut 
on the opening day of the 
1986/87 season against QPR 
at The Dell. 



Jose Fonte with his son 
after the game 
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Story of the season 



WITH Saints’ 
defeat at 
Leicester and 
Swansea’s win 
against Arsenal, the 
chances seems slim that 
Saints will qualify for 
Europe. This season is now 
officially a disaster. 

Not.... 

Back in the summer when any¬ 
one and everyone was leaving St 
Marys if someone had offered 
you survival in the Premiership 
you’d have taken it, right? The 
fact that Saints are even with a 
sniff of European football, is one 
of the stories of this Premiership 
season. 

This season has been, if we’re 
honest, a bit of a disappointment; 
not for Saints fans but in foot¬ 
balling terms in general. 

A decidedly mundane Chelsea 
have romped to their first title 
win in five years. The ease at 
which they won the title casts 
real doubts as to the competitive¬ 
ness of the Premier League. 

If we’re honest no team aside 
from Chelsea have shown any¬ 
thing like the consistency needed 
to win the title. At times the 
likes of Arsenal, Manchester 
City and Manchester United 
have been laughably inconsis¬ 
tent, at times playing brilliant 
football, at times losing to teams 
way below them. Chelsea have 
won the league not by being par¬ 
ticularly brilliant but by the fact 
the teams below them have been, 
at times, just plain awful. 

You can include Saints in that. 
At times they’ve been a revela¬ 
tion, at times they’ve been woe¬ 
ful... in other words, they’ve 
been Saints... 

So how has this season panned 
out? No real surprises in the rel¬ 
egated teams, QPR have been 
dead men walking all year. The 
rot had set in under Redknapp 
long ago and if there’s any justice 
they’ll finish last this year. As 
for Redknapp, no doubt we’ll be 
subjected his views on 
Bournemouth for the next few 
months. It would appear that 
whilst he can manage 
Tottenham after heart surgery, 
he couldn’t manage QPR 
through knee surgery. I’ll leave 
you to figure out for yourself 
what I think of that. 

Burnley have been a revela¬ 
tion, they came to the 
Premiership and gave it a really 
good go, I’d hazard a guess and 
say the majority of neutrals 
wanted them to survive. With a 
little luck they’ll be back. 


3EAUTIFU 


That leaves us with the final rel¬ 
egation place. The smart money 
says Hull will fill that place but 
since when did smart money and 
football go hand in hand? I can’t 
shake the feeling that a big club 
will dragged into it somehow. For 
me, that big club is Newcastle. 

If there ever was a club in free 
fall, it’s Newcastle. For years the 
Geordies have berated Alan 
Pardew when they weren’t doing 
so well, begrudgingly accepting 
him when they were. What price 
they miss him now? You couldn’t 


blame the former Saints man for 
jumping ship, it must have been a 
remarkably toxic environment to 
work in, knowing the fanbase 
simply doesn’t want you there 
and would happily swap you for 
anyone else in a heartbeat. 

For the last promotional place in 
the Championship, the heart says 
Norwich, but the head says 
Ipswich. 

They should meet 

Middlesborough, the head says so, 
the heart says Brentford. That self 
-same head says Middlesborough 


will 
b e 
play- 
_ i n g 

Premiership 
football next year. 

The heart wants Brentford. 

With who should come and who 
should go in mind, that leads us 
conveniently on to next season, 
what lies ahead for the 2015/2016 
season? 

If you ‘re Saints fan you’d want 
to see some serious bolstering of 
the strike force next season. 

Graziano Pelle is a great striker, 
no amount of lean periods are 
going to convince me otherwise. 
His work rate and determination 
tell me he’s no show pony, but he 
seems so often to be left up front 
on his own that you wonder how a 


Marys, 
which would 
appear to be a smart 
move. The QPR striker 
has shone in an extremely aver¬ 
age side and you’d imagine he’d 
flourish here at St Marys. 

My only concern would be if i 
he’s used as much as Shane 
Long then it could be money I 
wasted. Long has heaps of poten¬ 
tial but, in my humble opinion, 
he’s at his best when part of a 
strike partnership, a regular 
strike partnership. 

If Saints are to take another 
step forward then this summer 
is the biggest in the club’s histo¬ 
ry. 

We had our dark days last sea¬ 
son, we saw a mass exodus from 
St Mary, we saw the club hit a 
supposed rock bottom and 
bounce back spectacularly. 

The next step is the hardest 
one yet. 

Forget getting into the 
Premiership, forget staying 
there, getting into the top five is 
the hardest challenge for any 
football club. 

The most used route is to buy 
your way in, Chelsea and 
Manchester City have done it 
but it’s only Chelsea that have 
appeared to have tried to build 
something more long term. That 
may be more down to 
Abramovich losing interest in 
flashing the cash and wanting to 
not spend so much money on his 
toy. Having had his fingers 
burnt on Torres must have 
changed the Russian’s mind 
went it comes to spending big. 

In closing, Saints have new 
rivals, they’re Liverpool and 
Tottenham. Not because of the 
obvious recent rivalries but 
because we’re now genuine on a 
level playing field with them. 
Moneywise maybe not so. 
Fanbase, nowhere near but in 
terms of a match day, Saints are 
more than a match for both 
clubs right now. 

It was desperately disappoint¬ 
ing that we couldn’t beat them 
this season or that we’re likely 
to finish below them, but with 
the right additions, there’s no 
reason that can’t change. 

These are exciting times for 
the club, next season should be a 
belter... 


LOOKING BACK AT SAINTS V ASTON VILLA - SEE PAGES 10-11 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend's 


column on all Things football 


soon for living legend 


LAST Sunday, Liverpool’s Steven Gerrard 
played against London rivals Chelsea for 
the last time in the Premier League. 

He was verbally abused throughout the 
match, but when he was substituted in the 
second half all of Stamford Bridge were on 
their feet to applaud a man whose loyalty to 
his club came even before the prospect of 
winning the trophies his talent deserved. 

Gerrard had the chance to join Chelsea ten 
years ago, when Jose Mourinho was serving 
his first term with the club. 

As we all know, despite being tempted he 
ultimately refused that offer and Chelsea 
have since gone on to win numerous tro¬ 
phies in both England and Europe without 
him. 

The midfielder still has medals of his 
own, notably one from that unforgettable 
Champions League final in Istanbul in 2005, 
as well as the FA Cup and League Cup, but 
he has never claimed the Premier League 
crown - the only title to have eluded him all 
these years. 

Despite his vital contributions to Liver¬ 
pool, which have spanned more than two 
decades of dedicated service, Gerrard will 
be on his way to MLS side Los Angeles Gal¬ 
axy in July, even though he has proven he 
is still an important player for the Reds this 
season. 

Ideally, he would have continued to play 
a minor role for Liverpool until he retired 
from football altogether, and then take up a 
coaching position with the Merseyside club. 

However, due to a ridiculous lack of com¬ 
munication, the 34-year-old was not offered 
the possibility of a contract extension until 
he had already agreed terms with Galaxy. 
He will end his career as a player with the 
club away against Stoke next week. 

Supporters should feel hard done by as, al¬ 
though Gerrard is no spring chicken, he is 
still hugely influential - a living legend. 

Just last weekend, the Reds needed a win 
against Chelsea to keep their slim top- 
four hopes alive and, despite having many 
youngsters in their starting XI, it was the 
elder statesman who found space in the box 
to put away a free header. 

Raheem Sterling, who is holding out for a 
huge pay rise this summer because he feels 
he is so important for the Reds, failed to 
replicate Gerrard’s heroics and the match 
ended 1-1. 

It was a decent result for the champions, 
but just one point means there will not be 
Champions League football for Liverpool 
next season, which ultimately costs the club 
both loss of revenue and the appeal they 
need to draw in top signings. 

Jordan Henderson has been hailed as the 
new Gerrard in the past, but that is a huge 
weight to lay on the 24-year-old’s shoulders. 

Gerrard, it goes without saying, is syn¬ 
onymous with Liverpool, while Henderson, 


Liverpool’s Steven Gerrard is bowing out of the Premier League without having ever won the title, but the Reds should have kept hold of him. 


who joined four years ago, is still developing 
himself - so surely he doesn’t yet have the 
experience needed to influence the entire 
squad. 

As vice-captain, Henderson is slowly 
learning the skills he’ll need if he does in¬ 
deed take on the captain’s armband perma¬ 
nently, but I still don’t think he has what it 
takes to replace the England international, 
even though he has quite a bit of interna¬ 
tional experience himself. 


Gerrard has seen and done so much 
throughout his career, and supporters love 
having someone who lives and breathes the 
club just like they do. This quality is hard 
to find in a player nowadays, and therefore 
makes him so difficult to replace. 

Henderson is a fine midfielder but he is 
not, and probably will never be, considered 
on the level Gerrard has found himself. 

Gerrard shouldn’t be leaving for Los Ange¬ 
les, and the Premier League will miss hav¬ 


ing one of the most dedicated players the di¬ 
vision has ever known. Liverpool will miss 
him even more, and their next few years 
without him are looking bleaker than they 
perhaps would have if they had only just 
made the smart decision to lock him down 
to a contract last summer. 

You only have to look at how success¬ 
ful John Terry is with Chelsea to see that 
talent and experience is more important 
than age. 


Goodbye comes too 
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Saints Spotlight 



SAINTS’ FIRST TEAM FIXTURES AND RESULTS 2014/15 
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Sat 17 Liverpool. 

.A 

LI-2 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic* 

S Davis** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 

Long* 

Isgrove** 


Sat 23 West Brom . 

.H 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Pelle 

Long* 

Cork** 


Tues 26 Millwall (LC 2). 

.A 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Targett 

S Davis 

Wanyama** 

Isgrove* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse 

Pelle 1 

Tadic* 

Cork 1** 

Ramirez*** 

Sat 30 West Ham. 

.A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 2 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse** 

Long* 

Pelle 1 

Ramirez* 

Cork** 


SEPTEMBER 

















Sat 13 Newcastle. 

.H 

W 4-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1*** 

Schneiderlin 1 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 2 

Wanyama* 

W-Prowse** 

Gardos*** 

Sat 20 Swansea. 

.A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Tadic 

Long 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

S Davis** 

Wanyama 1*** 

Tues 23 Arsenal (LC3) . 

.A 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderin 

S Davis 

Tadic 1 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Long* 

Bertrand** 


Sat 27 QPR. 

.H 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 1 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic*** 

Mane* 

Pelle 1 

Long* 

Cork** 

Targett*** 

OCTOBER 

















Sun 5 Tottenham. 

.A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 



Sat 18 Sunderland . 

.H 

W 8-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Corkl 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 1 

Long** 

Pelle 2** 

Wanyama 1* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 

Sat 25 Stoke . 

.H 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Tadic 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

Wanyama* 

Gardos** 


Weds 29 Stoke (LC4). 

. .A 

W 3-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Long 1 

Pelle 2 

Cork* 

Alderweireld** 


NOVEMBER 

















Sat 1 Hull. 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long* 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Cork** 


Sat 8 Leicester. 

..H 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

S Davis* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 2 

Reed*** 

Mon 24 Aston Villa. 

.A 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Clyne 1 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long** 

Tadic 

Mane* 

Pelle 

Mayuka* 

Cork** 


Sun 30 Man City. 

H 

L 0-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin* 

S Davis*** 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Long** 

Mayuka*** 

DECEMBER 

















Weds 3 Arsenal . 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Cork* 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

Long*** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 

Mon 8 Man United. 

..H 

LI-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Long** 

Tadic* 

Mane 

Pelle 1 

Hesketh* 

Mayuka** 


Sat 13 Burnley. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Hesketh* 

Tadic 

Mane** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 


Tues 16 Sheff Utd (LC5) .... 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Targett* 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Bertrand 

Mane** 

Long 

Isgrove* 

Mayuka** 

Alderweireld*** 

Sat 20 Everton. 

. .H 

W 3-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Yoshida 1 

Bertrand 

Reed 

W-Prowse* 

S Davis 

Long** 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Gape** 


Fri 26 Crystal Palace . 

. .A 

W 3-1 

Forster 

Clyne*** 

Gardos 

Alderweireld 1 

1 Yoshida 

Bertrand 1 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis* 

Mane 1 

Pelle** 

Wanyama* 

Long** 

McCarthy*** 

Sat 28 Chelsea. 

. .H 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Yoshida** 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Tadic* 

Mane 1 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Gardos** 

Long*** 

JANUARY 

















Thurs 1 Arsenal. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster 

Alderweireld 

Fonte 

Gardos** 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

W-Prowse 

Tadic*** 1 

Mane* 1 

Pelle 

Reed* 

Yoshida** 

Long*** 

Sun 4 Ipswich (FAC 3). 

. .H 

D 1-1 

Forster 

W-Prowse 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 1 

Long 

S Davis 

Tadic* 

Pelle 

Isgrove* 



Sun 11 Man United . 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis*** 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Tadic** 1 

Reed*** 

Weds 14 Ipswich (FAC 3).... 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Garods 

Bertrand 

Targett 

Wanyama* 

Reed 

W-Prowse 

Tadic** 

Long 1 

S Davis* 

Pelle** 


Sat 17 Newcastle. 

. .A 

W 2-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Bertrand 

Reed 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

W-Prowse* 

Elia*** 2 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 

Targett*** 

Sat 24 Crystal Palace (FAC 4) 

.H 

L 2-3 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Long** *** 

Seager*** 

FEBRUARY 

















Sun 1 Swansea. 

, .H 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Reed* 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Seager** 


Sat 7 QPR . 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida* 

Targett 

Wanyama** 

S Davis 

Mane 1 

W-Prowse 

Elia*** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Schneiderlin** 

Tadic*** 

Weds 11 West Ham. 

.H 

D 0-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Gardos 

Yoshida 

Wanyama 

Reed** 

Mane*** 

S Davis 

Elia* 

Pelle 

Tadic* 

W-Prowse** 

Djuricic*** 

Sun 22 Liverpool . 

, .H 

L 0-2 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Targett 

Wanyama 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Djuricic*** 

Elia 

Pelle 

Schneiderlin* 

Mane** 

Tadic*** 

Sat 28 West Brom. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic*** 

Mane 

Pelle 

Elia* 

S Davis** 

Long*** 

MARCH 

















Tue 3 Crystal Palace . 

, .H 

W1-0 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Mane 1 

Djuricic*** 

Elia* 

Pelle** 

Tadic* 

Long** 

W-Prowse*** 

Sun 15 Chelsea . 

. .A 

D 1-1 

Forster 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic** 1 

Mane 

S Davis* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse* 

Djuricic** 

Pelle*** 

Sat 21 Burnley. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster* 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

S Davis 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic** 

Mane 

Long 1 

Pelle 

K Davis* 

Wanyama** 


APRIL 

















Sat 4 Everton. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld**’ 

* Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long 

W-Prowse** 

Elia* 

Pelle 

Tadic* 

Mane** 

Djuricic*** 

Sat 11 Hull . 

.H 

W1-0 

K Davis 

Alderweireld 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

Long*** 

S Davis 

Mane** 

Pelle 1 

W-Prowse* " 

1 Tadic** 

Elia*** 

Sat 18 Stoke . 

. .A 

LI-2 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand** 

Alderweireld 

Schneiderlin 1 

Tadic* 

Mane 

S Davis*** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 

Elia*** 

Sat 25 Tottenham . 

. .H 

D 2-2 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Alderweireld 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse* 

Mane 

S Davis** 

Pelle 2 

Long* 

Elia** 


MAY 

















Sat 2 Sunderland. 

. .A 

LI-2 

K Davis 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Alderweireld 

Wanyama** 

Long* 

W-Prowse 

Mane*** 1 

Pelle 

Djuricic* 

S Davis** 

Elia*** 

Sat 9 Leicester. 

. .A 

L 2-0 

Gazzaniga 

Clyne 

Fonte 

Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Reed 

Wanyama 

Elia* 

S Davis ** 

Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 

Djuricic** 


Sat 16 Aston Villa. 

.H 
















Sun 24 Man City . 

. .A 


















LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 


LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA 

CSG 

ARTUR BORUC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

0 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

33 

2 

6 

1 

97(5) 

5- 

SAM GALLAGHER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3(17) 

2 

CODY CROPPER 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

JACK CORK 

5(7) 

2 

1(3) 

1 128(25) 

3 

SHANE LONG 

14(16) 

3 

5(2) 

1 

19(18) 

4 

KELVIN DAVIS 

5(1) 

0 

0 

0 

297(2) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

5(3) 

0 

1 

0 

7(10) 

0 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0(5) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

3(16) 

1 

FRASER FORSTER 

30 

0 

7 

0 

37 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 

24(2) 

4 

4 

1 228(33) 

15 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

35(1) 

11 

5(1) 

4 

40(2) 

15 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 

1 

0 

0 

0 

19(1) 

0 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

24(6) 

3 

6 

0 

50(10) 

3 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

59(17) 

26 

RYAN BERTRAND 

32 

2 

4(1) 

0 

37(1) 

2 

STEVEN DAVIS 

31(3) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

93(21) 

6 

JAKE HESKETH 

KD 

0 

0 

0 

KD 

0 

MATT TARGETT 

3(3) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

8(4) 

0 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0(1) 

0 

1(2) 

0 

2(4) 

0 

DOMINIC GAPE 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JOSE FONTE 

35 

0 

7 

0 

219(5) 

13 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JASON MCCARTHY 

0(1) 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

FLORIN GARDOS 

5(6) 

0 

6 

0 

11(6) 

0 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

27(23) 

8 

ELJERO ELIA 

9(5) 

2 

1 

0 

10(5) 

2 

TOBY ALDERWEIRELD 

24 

1 

0(2) 

0 

24(2) 

1 

DUSAN TADIC 

24(7) 

4 

5(1) 

1 

29(8) 

5 

RYAN SEAGER 

0(1) 

0 

0(1) 

0 

0(2) 

0 

MAYA YOSHIDA 

18(3) 

1 

1 

0 

65(4) 

3 

SADIO MANE 

22(6) 

7 

2 

0 

24(6) 

7 

FILIP DJURICIC 

1(5) 

0 

0 

0 

1(5) 

0 

JACK STEPHENS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

16(8) 

1 

5 

0 

51(38) 

2 

1 

|KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CC 

5: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: 

career Saints goals. 
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Adam Rant 
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KP farce is failure 



Kevin Pietersen in action for Surrey, but you won’t see him in an England kit any time soon 


Pietersen snub a 
blow to England 
supporters 

KEVIN Pietersen’s England snub is 
a massive failure of management. 

The history of sport is littered 
with people like Pietersen, tremen¬ 
dous talents that are undermined by 
the very mentality that makes them 
play so close to the edge and thus 
create their greatness. 

Being able to manage these players 
successfully is a tricky art, but not 
an impossible one. 

It is a very sorry state of affairs 
that arguably England’s most tal¬ 
ented batsman, and one who is in 
form, will not be turning out for his 
country. 

The failures of management go 
back a long time but, sadly, now 
include the fresh faces supposedly 
starting a new era at the ECB. 

Pietersen was told that if he gave 
up his lucrative IPL contract, got a 
county and scored runs he would be 
in the England reckoning again. 

As it has turned out that was 
merely a bluff. They clearly never 
thought Pietersen had it in him to 
do all of those. 

You can only imagine the panic 
when he opted not to go and earn a 
lot of money in India and committed 
himself to Surrey. Even then there 
was probably a hope he would fail. 

After breaking 350 runs in a single 
innings there was no hiding away 

Pietersen had done everything 
that was asked of him. 

So we then had a scene which was 
an embarrassment to English crick¬ 
et, with Andrew Strauss having to 
explain that actually none of that 
counted. Pietersen couldn’t be se¬ 
lected because of trust issues. 

Credit to Strauss for at least front¬ 
ing up, something which those that 
went before him in other ECB roles 
never did at the appropriate time, 
but the decision is a total mess. 

Firstly, Strauss himself is heavily 
involved in the decision but has an 
emotional attachment to the situa¬ 
tion, having been affected by Piet¬ 
ersen’s previous antics. 

Then we have the state of the Eng¬ 
land cricket team. 

If this was a cohesive team unit, 
even if they weren’t doing very well 
but were heading in the right direc¬ 
tion, then we could accept Pietersen 
not being involved. 

But this England side is a disaster 
zone, and at the moment a spank¬ 
ing at the hands of the Australians 
looks likely. After what happened 
in the West Indies the touring New 


Zealand team no doubt fancy their 
chances too, even playing in perfect 
English conditions in May. 

Unless a remarkable upturn in 
form happens soon, we are set to be 
talking about this all summer. It will 


dominate again. 

It is such a damning indictment of 
the way the ECB has been run. 

If they had hoped Pietersen would 
not go through all he has to try and 
win his way back in, they must be 


positively desperate for the team 
to perform well to dampen the dark 
mood of the fans who ultimately 
pay their money and expect to 
watch the best players no matter 
how awkward they are to deal with. 


Fonte is 
just ahead 

PLAYER of the season time is 
always an interesting one for 
Saints fans. 

The Daily Echo this week 
launched its vote for the 
famous old trophy, with fans 
able to go online to 
dailyecho.co.uk and nominate 
their choice for what will be 
the 42nd recipient. 

What makes this year’s 
particularly fascinating is that 
it is too close to call. 

There have been some 
stellar performances from 
Saints over a pretty 
consistent campaign. 

Granted it has been a 
disappointing few weeks, but 
overall the season has been a 
real triumph. 

Picking a winner for the 
award can be fairly 
straightforward. Often there 
is one standout candidate. 
This season there are many 
who deserve consideration. 

A winner surely has to come 
from the defence or defensive 
midfielders, but it is case of a 
take-your-pick from that lot. 

For Adam Rant the 
deserved winner would be 
Jose Fonte for his 
consistency and leadership 
of the team. Fonte has been 
truly outstanding for Saints 
all season and the award 
would be tribute to a player 
harshly overlooked for many 
personal honours elsewhere. 



Saints’ Jose Fonte 


Kane talk 
just crazy 

IF THERE is one thing that 
has surely been learnt down 
the years it’s not to rush into 
paying a massively inflated 
transfer fee on the back of 
one good season. 

Talk of Harry Kane moving 
to Manchester United for 
£45m is ludicrous. 

Kane has been amazing this 
season, no question, but it is 
only one campaign. 

Football has gone crazy 
when it comes to transfer 
fees. Look at Liverpool who 
paid £20m for Dejan Lovren 
who had managed about two- 
thirds of a decent campaign 
in the Premier League. 

There is almost a 
desperation to pay whatever 
it takes just to stop someone 
else having them. 
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Saints Spotlight 



SAINTS’ opponents Aston Villa 
have a slight edge when it 
conies to historic meetings 
between these two sides. 

The Villans have recorded 25 
league wins over Saints, while the 
St Mary’s side have managed 20 vic¬ 
tories of their own in matches dat¬ 
ing back to 1936, when the two sides 
clashed in the old Second Division. 

The recent record is no more 
enlightening. When Saints returned 
to the top flight in the 2012/13 sea¬ 
son, they did the home and away 
double over Villa, only to fall to a 
home defeat the following year. 

The last two meetings, both at 
Villa Park, have been draws, so 
Saints will be hoping to get back to 
winning ways against Tim 
Sherwood’s side, who are still not 
totally safe from relegation. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back 
at Saints’ past home ties against 
Aston Villa... 

2 Jan 1937 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 2 
Second Division 

The second-ever meeting between 
these two sides - following on from 
a 4-0 Villa home win earlier in the 
season - saw honours even. 

4 Sep 1937 

Saints 0 Aston Villa 0 
Second Division 

A goalless draw in a season that 
saw Villa win the Division Two 
championship and end clashes 
between the sides until Saints own 
promotion. 


13 May 1967 
Saints 6 Aston Villa 2 
First Division 

The teams’ first meeting for near¬ 
ly 30 years saw Saints end the sea¬ 
son with their second 6-2 victory 
that term, against a Villa side 
already relegated and without a 
manager. Martin Chivers scored 
twice, while the Football League’s 
top scorer, Ron Davies grabbed four 
of his 37 league goals, and was 
denied a fifth after a dubious offside 
decision at the end. A Dave Walker 
own goal had put Villa ahead, and it 
took until the 42 minute for Saints 
to find the net through first Chivers 
and then, a minute later, Davies. 
But although Stobbart equalised for 
Villa, the last quarter of the match 
belonged to Saints. 

25 Jan 1969 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 2 
FA Cup 

The first cup meeting between 
these sides saw Villa take a 2-0 lead 
before half-time. A reorganised 
Saints struck back through John 
McGrath and Ron Davies in the sec¬ 
ond half. Terry Paine so nearly 
snatched the winner, but his drive 
was kept out by the face of Villa’s 
centre-half Edwards, and Saints 
lost the replay 2-1. 

28 Sep 1974 
Saints 0 Aston Villa 0 
Second Division 

A hard-fought match saw Saints 
miss plenty of chances as the points 
were shared. 


3 Jan 1976 

Saints 1 Aston Villa 1 
FA Cup 

In a reverse of their previous cup 
meeting, Saints were now in the 



PHONE. TOTTON 227/ 


i-i hi mi— i <pii mi_ mmm • 

PENALTY: Villa goalie Brad Guzan brings down 
Southampton’s Emmanuel Mayuka during the 
match on September 22, 2012. 
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ON TARGET: Dani Osvaldo equalises for Saints in 
the match on December 4, 2013 


Second Division while Aston Villa 
were in the first. Once again, Saints 
had to come from behind to save the 
tie, as Andy Gray snapped up a sim¬ 
ple chance. Mick Channon laid on a 
chance for Fisher to drive home the 
equaliser. Saints won the replay at 
Villa Park 2-1, setting up a historic 
run to Wembley. 

21 Nov 1978 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 
First Division 

With both clubs back in the top 
flight, Saints took the points with 
first half goals from Graham Baker 
and Nick Holmes. 

15 Mar 1980 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 
First Division 

Ivan Golac scored his first Saints 
goal, from the edge of the area, in 
the 40th minute of this match. Mick 
Channon ensured victory with a 
goal two minutes from the end. 

25 Oct 1980 


Saints 1 Aston Villa 2 
First Division 

Villa seized their first-ever victory 
at the Dell in their eighth game of a 
12-match undefeated run. Tony 
Morley put the visitors ahead after 
13 minutes, with Steve Moran head¬ 
ing home from Kevin Keegan’s 
cross on the hour. It stayed level for 
just eight more minutes, as Peter 
Withe netted the winner. Aston 
Villa would win their seventh - and 
so far last - league title that season. 

10 Apr 1982 
Saints 0 Aston Villa 3 
First Division 

On their way to a European Cup 
victory, Aston Villa found time to 
beat Saints resoundingly in the 
league with an own goal from Chris 
Nicholl, and strikes from Ken 
McNaught and Tony Morley. 

4 Sep 1982 

Saints 1 Aston Villa 0 
First Division 

Justin Fashanu’s second-minute 


goal was enough to beat the 
European Champions thanks to an 
impressive goalkeeping display by 
Peter Shilton. 

2 Jan 1984 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 2 
First Division 

When Villa went 2-0 up and Steve 
Moran missed a 51 st-minute penal¬ 
ty, it looked like Saints were head¬ 
ing for defeat. But Moran made 
amends with an 81st minute goal, 
and David Armstrong, despite 
being on the ground, forced the ball 
over the line five minutes from the 
end. 

20 Apr 1985 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 
First Division 

A spectacular Steve Moran header 
from a Dave Armstrong corner 
gave Saints the lead. Armstrong 
turned finisher in the second half, 
netting a header of his own to seal 
the win. 


27 Aug 1985 
Saints 0 Aston Villa 0 
First Division 

Jimmy Case was sent off five min¬ 
utes from the end as the sides 
played out a scoreless draw. 

18 Nov 1986 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 1 

League Cup 

In the fourth round of what was 
then the Littlewoods Challenge 
Cup, a Jimmy Case volley and Colin 
Clarke strike from a narrow angle 
put Saints 2-0 up. Villa pulled one 
back from a penalty, but the game 
petered out in a flurry of red cards 
as Villa’s Keown and Saints’ Mark 
Dennis were both sent off, to be fol¬ 
lowed three minutes later by Villa’s 
Williams. 

21 Mar 1987 
Saints 5 Aston Villa 0 
First Division 

Relegation-bound Villa were thor¬ 
oughly routed at The Dell with 
Gordon Hobson putting Saints 
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ahead in the first minute. Two min¬ 
utes later Glenn Cockerill made it 2- 
0 from a Le Tissier through ball, 
then Colin Clarke made it three 
with a header. Seven minutes from 
the break, Clarke slotted home his 
second, but fans had to wait until 
the 83rd minute for the fifth goal, as 
Danny Wallace side-stepped the 
onrushing keeper to score. 

12 Nov 1988 
Saints 3 Aston Villa 1 
First Division 

A Matt Le Tissier brace, either 
side of Tony Daley’s equaliser, 
ensured victory for Saints, with 
Rod Wallace rounding off the scor¬ 
ing late on. 

29 Aug 1989 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 1 
First Division 

Despite Paul Rideout’s early 
penalty miss, second half goals 
from Glenn Cockerill and Jimmy 
Case gave Saints the points. David 
Platt fired a late consolation for the 


visitors. 

15 Dec 1990 
Saints 1 Aston Villa 1 
First Division 

Alan McLoughlin made his Saints 
debut in this draw. Matt Le Tissier 
put Saints ahead with a glancing 
header late in the first half, but a 
harsh 78th minute penalty, scored 
by David Platt, meant the game 
ended on level terms. 

31 Aug 1991 
Saints 1 Aston Villa 1 
First Division 

David Lee and Paul Moody made 
their first Saints starts in another 
draw at The Dell. Richardson put 
Villa ahead after just two minutes, 
but Alan Shearer put away a simple 
header from Lee’s cross to level 
things up. 

30 Jan 1993 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 
Premiership 

Goals either side of half-time from 


Nicky Banger and Ian Dowie gave 
Saints the win. 

30 Apr 1994 
Saints 4 Aston Villa 1 

Premiership 

A brace from Matt Le Tissier and 
goals from Ken Monkou and Neil 
Madison gave Saints a relatively 
easy win. Even Villa’s goal was 
scored by Saints, as Simon 
Charlton put past his own keeper. 

19 Dec 1994 
Saints 1 Aston Villa 4 

Premiership 

Richard Hall put Saints ahead in 
the first half, and although Ray 
Houghton netted for Villa, Matt Le 
Tissier’s goal ensured the points 
stayed on the South Coast. 

20 Nov 1995 
Saints 1 Aston Villa 0 

Premiership 

Tommy Johnson pounced in the 
30th minute to clinch this match for 
Villa. 


7 Dec 1996 

Saints 0 Aston Villa 1 
Premiership 

A 34th minute Andy Townsend 
goal was enough to take the points 
back to Birmingham. 

18 Apr 1998 
Saints 1 Aston Villa 2 
Premiership 

A close-fought game saw Matt Le 
Tissier level after Lee Hendrie’s 
early opener, but Dwight Yorke 
struck on the hour to win the game. 

14 Nov 1998 
Saints 1 Aston Villa 4 
Premiership 

A Dion Dublin hat-trick sealed 
Saints fate in this match, with Paul 
Merson grabbing the other Villa 
goal. Matt Le Tissier briefly gave 
Saints hope when his 53rd minute 
goal put the teams on level terms, 
but it didn’t last for long. 

18 Mar 2000 


Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 
Premiership 

A goal in each half from Kevin 
Davies gave Saints the points, and 
some small measure of revenge for 
having been knocked out of both 
cups at Villa Park earlier in the sea¬ 
son. 

18 Nov 2000 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 0 
Premiership 

A straightforward win for Saints, 
with James Beattie netting twice in 
three minutes to put the hosts 2-0 
ahead by the 24th minute, a lead 
they never let slip. 

24 Sept 2001 
Saints 1 Aston Villa 3 
Premiership 

Two red cards and four goals in 
this St Mary’s tie saw Saints defeat¬ 
ed. George Boateng and Juan Pablo 
Angel scored in the opening fifteen 
minutes, but Marian Pahars got a 
goal back just before half-time. 
Rory Delap saw red for Saints in the 
52nd minute, but parity in team 
numbers was restored just five min¬ 
utes later when Dion Dublin was 
also sent off. It made no difference 
to the result, however, with 
Mustapha Hadji ensuring the Villa 
win. 

22 Mar 2003 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 2 
Premiership 

A last-minute Kevin Davies goal 
saved a point for Saints as they bat¬ 
tled back from two goals down. Lee 
Hendrie and Darius Vassell scored 
for Villa in a six-minute first half 
spell, while James Beattie pulled 
one back before the break. 

16 Apr 2005 
Saints 2 Aston Villa 3 
Premiership 

Saints let slip a 2-0 half-time lead 
as they headed towards relegation 
from the Premiership. Goals from 
Kevin Phillips and Peter Crouch 
gave them cause for hope at the 
break. But on 55 minutes Carlton 
Cole pulled one back and then 
Norberto Solano made it all square 
with 20 minutes to play. Two min¬ 
utes later, Villa’s young Irish mid¬ 
fielder Steven Davis - now a main¬ 
stay of the Saints side - grabbed the 
winning goal. 

22 Sept 2012 
Saints 4 Aston Villa 1 
Premier League 

The first meeting between these 
sides for seven years ended with a 
resounding Saints victory. Darren 
Bent put the visitors ahead in the 
first half, and that’s how it stayed 
until the 58th minute, when Rickie 
Lambert levelled. Nathaniel Clyne 
scored five minutes later, and Jason 
Puncheon grabbed a third in the 
72nd minute. Lambert completed a 
brace with a 90th-minute penalty. 

4 Dec 2013 

Saints 2 Aston Villa 3 

Premier League 

A late Fabian Delph goal con¬ 
demned Saints to defeat in this mid¬ 
week game at St Mary’s. They were 
always playing catch-up after 
Gabriel Agbonlahor gave the visi¬ 
tors a 15th-minute lead, with Jay 
Rodriguez firing Saints level in the 
second half, Libor Kozak putting 
Villa back in front, and Pablo 
Osvaldo quickly equalising before 
Delph’s hammer blow ten minutes 
from the end. 
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Rodriguez ready 
to return to action 

Forward eager to 
get back on pitch 
following injury 


JAY Rodriguez is ready to write a 
new chapter, professionally and per¬ 
sonally 

The 25-year-old forward this week 
signed a new four-year deal with 
Saints, to the delight of the club and 
their supporters. 

And it is not the only step the 
England international will take to 
secure his future, as he prepares 
to marry fiancee Simone Lee in 
their native north west next month, 
writes Suzanne Geldard. 

“It’s something to look forward to 
and a nice way to end what has been 
a difficult year,” said the 25-year-old, 
who is closing in on a return after 
more than a year out with a knee 
injury. 

While he is looking forward to a 
summer of cementing his love and 
celebrating, at the same time he is 
not yet ready for this season to end. 

Not until he makes his return to 
first-team action. 

“I need to be involved in an under- 
21s game,” he said. 

“There is one next week (against 
Manchester City), so hopefully that 
will happen and then who knows.” 

Rodriguez was applauded back 
onto the training field when he re¬ 
turned to first-team sessions last 
month. 

“I just wanted to get on with train¬ 
ing, so I didn’t expect it, but it was 
really nice of them to do that,” he 
said. 

“It’s been stressful not playing. But 
it’s important this year that I do ac¬ 
tually get a rest and recover.” 

Rodriguez has a refreshingly posi¬ 
tive mindset about his injury hell, 
but there is one big regret from the 
2014/15 season. 

“I wanted to come back to Turf 
Moor and play against Burnley this 
season,” he said. 

“That’s one thing I’m really gutted 
about. 

“They’ve been very unlucky this 
season. They’ve played how they 
wanted to play and played really 
well. They’ve put in some great per¬ 
formances. 

“But the Premier League is tough. 

“I’m sure they will be better for the 
experience though and come back. 
They’ve got a great squad and a 
great manager.” 

Rodriguez has been particularly 
impressed with Danny Ings hitting 
double figures in his debut Premier 
League season, while he hopes Sam 


Jay Rodriguez 

Vokes can score his first top-flight 
goal before the campaign is out. 

“I’m sure he can do that in the 
next two games. I hope he does,” 
said Rodriguez of Vokes, his long¬ 
distance ‘rehab buddy’ after the two 


suffered the same injury within a 
fortnight of each other last March. 
“He worked hard to get fit and when 
he came back he played really well.” 

As for Ings, he added: “It’s been 
brilliant for him to get 10 goals. 


“He will be hard to replace, and 
it’s a shame if he goes, but these 
things happen - you can lose play¬ 
ers who are in form. But they have 
got enough good players there to do 
well next season anyway” 


Le Tissier 
up close 


SAINTS supporters might 
want to get themselves 
in front of the television 
tomorrow night, as Sky 
Sports broadcast a special 
documentary on the club’s 
greatest hero. 

Le God: The Matthew Le 
Tissier Story is a one-hour 
special, documenting the life 
and career of the Saints 
legend, from his childhood in 
Guernsey, through to his 
amazing football career and 
his current role as a TV 
pundit. 

All of Le Tissier’s best 
highlights are in there, 
including a spectacular 
showreel of his goals. 

The documentary also 
features heartfelt 
contributions from some of 
the biggest influences in his 
career, including the likes of 
Dave Merrington, Francis 
Benali and Lawrie 
McMenemy. 

In the show, Le Tissier 
discusses some of the great 
escapes he was involved in, 
the relationship he had with 
his managers, why he turned 
his back on some of the 
country’s biggest clubs, and 
his lack of England 
recognition. 

Le God: The Matthew Le 
Tissier Story is on Sky Sports 
1, at 7pm, on May 17. 


Matt Le Tissier 

Hamble 
on the rise 


Hampshire Premier League 
champions Hamble Club have 
spent little time dwelling on 
this season’s success and 
already plotting the next 
move of their rise through 
the non-league ranks. 

The Shell Mex outfit were 
promoted to the county top¬ 
flight last campaign and 
wasted little time in taking the 
crown from Baffins Milton 
Rovers. 

“We’re looking for 
promotion and we’ll see 
where it takes us,” said 
manager Scott Marchant. 

“We’re in the process of 
getting floodlights, laying a 
new pitch and getting things 
organised to play at step six. 

“The plan is to become a 
Wessex League club.” 
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Clarke set 
for return 


FORMER Salisbury manager 
Darrell Clarke is bringing his 
Bristol Rovers side to the Ray 
Mac for a summer friendly. 

Clarke’s Rovers, who could 
be promoted back to the 
Football League if they beat 
Eastleigh’s semi final 
conquerors Grimsby Town in 
Sunday’s Vanarama 
Conference play-off final at 
Wembley, will visit Old Sarum 
on Saturday, July 11 for a pre¬ 
season match. 

It will be 37-year-old 
Clarke’s first return to the 
city, which he led to double 
promotions in his three-year 
spell as manager, since he 
departed in 2013. 

Whites boss Steve Claridge 
is thrilled that Rovers will be 
is visiting. 

“This should be a great day 
and a great test for us,” he 
said. 

“Rovers are a big club and 
always travel with a lot of 
fans. 

“We look forward to 
welcoming everyone 
associated with them. Huge 
thanks go to Darrell for 
bringing his side back to his 
old ground.” 

Claridge is currently trying 
to arrange more friendlies 
and sign players for next 
season as the phoenix club 
begins life. 


Darrell Clarke 


Climbing 
the tables 

VICE-chairman Graeme Moir 
hailed Petersfield Town’s rise 
to the Southern League. 

The Sydenhams Premier 
champions were confirmed 
as a member of Step 4 league 
the Southern League South & 
West Division One this week 
for the 2015/16 campaign by 
The FA. 

It means The Rams have 
now completed back-to-back 
promotions from Wessex One 
to fourth tier of non-league 
football. 

Moir said: “This will be the 
highest level the club has 
ever played at in either its 
history as Petersfield Town or 
Petersfield United. It will also 
be the first time we have 
played in the FA Trophy 
competition.” 


SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 


season. 

So good is his anticipation that he 
rarely ever has to make a last-ditch 
or scrambling tackle, and his qual¬ 
ity on the ball is simply outstanding. 

Injuries in the second half of the 
season have caused him to be in and 
out of the team somewhat, but I still 


Toby Alderweireld’s loss will be acutely felt if he does not return next season 


feel he is deserving of the award. 

Morgan Schneiderlin has enjoyed 
another superb season, and we al¬ 
most subconsciously penalise him 
in such votes now, as we have be¬ 
come so used to his brilliance. 


His midfield partner Victor Wan- 
yama has also been outstanding, 
while Ryan Bertrand has, at the very 
least, proved to be the equal of Luke 
Shaw, if not better than him at this 
stage, and Nathaniel Clyne has en¬ 


joyed an excellent season too. 

Whoever you vote for, it really has 
been a campaign to remember. 

TOP THREE: Toby Alderweireld, 
Jose Fonte, Morgan Schneiderlin. 


IT HAS been some time since we 
have seen so many deserving can¬ 
didates for the Saints player of the 
season award. 

Whatever happens in the final 
week of the campaign, it has been 
a truly fine effort from Ronald Koe- 
man’s side this term, writes GOR¬ 
DON SIMPSON. 

While there have been many im¬ 
pressive displays as a collective - the 
1-0 win at Manchester United would 
be my highlight in that regard - 
there has been a significant number 
of individuals who have shone. 

Understandably, given Saints’ re¬ 
cord at the back, it is the defensive¬ 
ly-minded players who are really in 
contention for the prize. 

It did not always look like that 
would be the case, though. 

Early in the season, striker Gra- 
ziano Pelle looked a potential win¬ 
ner, while Dusan Tadic for a while 
appeared as if he could be the best 
player in the entire division, let 
alone just at Saints. 

But both faded as the season wore 
on, though, meaning it is at the oth¬ 
er end of the pitch where the spot¬ 
light is rightly being shone. 

The winner will undoubtedly be 
Jose Fonte, and deservedly so. 

The captain has been a magnifi¬ 
cent presence in the club as a whole, 
not just the team, and the consist¬ 
ently high level of his performances 
has truly marked him out as one of 
the best centre halves in the league. 

His development has been quite 
something to behold, and seeing him 
finally achieve his dream of playing 
for Portugal will go down as one of 
the highlights of the season for me. 

However, it is not Fonte who I cast 
my vote for. 

Instead, I gave it to the man who 
has played alongside him for most 
of the season - Toby Alderweireld. 

The on-loan Atletico Madrid 
star has been the finest defender 
I have seen play for the club and 
his loss will be acutely felt if he 
does not return to St Mary’s next 


Defensive solidity 
deserves reward 


Alderweireld tops 
a lengthy list for 
player of the year 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£37,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

m g* g* noarocf prizes of £15 each week 

B |1|1|1 nearesi 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I I II II I mice 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

~W~^ I -■■■■■■ in l W 10 for Dorset Echo 

fv I V prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, 

Dorset Echos, Brighton Argus and 
Sunday Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 

.‘ii 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 



Winners 


24 May 
2015 


Competition number SI 8 


JACKPOT WINNER 


NO WINNER 


CONGRATULATIONS 


Mrs M Jones, Lancing, West Sussex 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


K Allan, Southampton, Hants 
Mrs Baker, Eastleigh, Hants 
S Ballard, Southampton, Hants 
C Canton, Southampton, Hants 
R Cardy, Southampton, Hants 
C Cooper, Southampton, Hants 
B Daniells, Southampton, Hants 
G Davis, Southampton, Hants 
S Greenwood, Southampton, Hants 
P Harbut, Southampton, Hants 


G Harris, Gosport, Hants 
G Jenkins, Southampton, Hants 
C Jones, Eastleigh, Hants 
C Lock, Everton, Hants 
P Moore, Southampton, Hants 
H Obrien, Southampton, Hants 
S Oldfield, Winchester, Hants 
D Thomas, Southampton, Hants 
A Watts, Broughton, Hants 
C Yaldren, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 
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Southern Daily Echo 
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Dorset Echo 
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Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
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Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 
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PREMIER LEAGUE 

Monk keen on ‘pushing’ 
for Eurona Leaoue nlace 



AMBITION: Swans boss Garry Monk in action for the club against Saints’ Morgan Schneiderlin in November 2012 


SWANSEA manager Garry Monk 
insists he does not want to avoid the 
Europa League next season. 

Monk had previously appeared 
lukewarm on the idea of Swansea ap¬ 
pearing in a competition regarded as 
a poisoned chalice for English clubs, 
citing the heavy playing and travel 
demands that the tournament puts 
on domestic commitments. 

But Swansea’s shock 1-0 win at Ar¬ 
senal on Monday has put them in con¬ 
tention for a top-six spot - possibly at 
his former club Saints’ expense - and 
Monk says the club are keen to repeat 
their European experience of last 
season when they qualified for the 
Europa League as Capital One Cup 
winners. 

“I do not believe this myth that you 
would try to avoid it,” Monk said 
ahead of Sunday’s clash with Man¬ 
chester City. 

“Why would you try to avoid it? 
Players want to play in European 
competitions. 

“We had an unbelievable experi¬ 
ence in the Europa League last sea¬ 
son. Yes, our league form did suffer 
but that is not enough to put us off.” 

Monk was actually appointed in¬ 
terim manager at Swansea before the 
club’s last-32 tie with Italian giants 
Napoli, Michael Laudrup having left 
the Liberty Stadium only a few weeks 
earlier. 

Swansea fought out a goalless draw 
at home and were 12 minutes from 
progressing on the away goals rule 
before Napoli struck twice late on at 
the Stadio San Paolo to win 3-1. 

“I want to experience that and man¬ 
age in Europe,” said Monk, who has 
confirmed that talks have opened 
between himself and the club over a 
new contract. 

“I got a taste over the two legs 
against Napoli and it was fantastic. 

“I would like to taste it again with 
my own team and put my own stamp 
on it. 

“We are pushing for it and I want to 
progress with what I am doing here. 

“This club is ambitious, which I 
like, and I want to try to grow here, 
pushing the squad forward. 


“That is why the club have talked 
about extending the contract and 
those discussions will go into more 
detail in the coming days and weeks.” 

Swansea plan to play in a pre-sea¬ 
son tournament in Texas from July 
9-19 alongside Lyon, Malaga, Newcas¬ 
tle and Mexican team Pachuca. 


But should they finish seventh and 
Arsenal win the FA Cup then their 
first Europa League qualifier would 
be on July 30, and that could possibly 
affect their pre-season preparations 
“It is another thing to take into con¬ 
sideration if we do qualify,” Monk 
added. 


“Whether it fully affects it depends 
on where we finish in certain posi¬ 
tions. 

“It is not ideal cutting short the 
players’ already short summer but 
footballers now should understand 
the days of a 10-month season with 
two months off have gone.” 


Van Gaal 
wants rest 
for Shaw 

LOUIS van Gaal has urged 
Gareth Southgate to leave 
ex-Saints starlet Luke Shaw 
out of his England squad 
for the European Under-21 
Championship. 

Southgate names his squad 
at St George’s Park on 
Wednesday and Shaw was 
keen to go to the tournament, 
which runs from June 17-30 in 
the Czech Republic. 

But Van Gaal would prefer it 
if he stayed at home to rest 
following a difficult season 
that has been marred by 
injuries. Indeed, he has only 
appeared in 16 of United’s 36 
PremierLeague matches. 

When asked if Shaw should 
be selected, the United boss 
said: “I don’t think so, no. 

“When he is not playing for 
Manchester United, he cannot 
play for other teams neither. 
That extends to the summer. 

“He needs that rest. He 
overcrossed his limits and 
that’s why. 

“He is 19 years old, what 
can you expect? 

“We have to protect him. I 
hope (Southgate) 
understands that.” 

Van Gaal is not the only 
manager to have voiced his 
concerns about the Under-21 
tournament. 

Everton boss Roberto 
Martinez has insisted Ross 
Barkley needed a “proper 
break” following a tough year 
and Mauricio Pochettino has 
spoken about his concerns 
regarding the participation of 
Tottenham striker Harry Kane. 

But Ronald Koeman has 
made no such claims 
regarding midfielder James 
Ward-Prowse, an England 
under-21 regular this term. 



REST: Luke Shaw 


HOLIDAYS AT HOME 
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Classical Spectacular Hill y Echo 

A Royal Albert Hall Concert Break! V B^ 


Newmarket 

Holidays 


2 days from £139.00,22 November 2015 

Take your seat in the incomparable setting of London’s 
famous Royal Albert Hall and revel in the heart-stirring 
atmosphere of Raymond Gubbay’s ‘Classical Spectacular’. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A Choir seat in the Royal Albert Hall (ticket upgrades 
available) 

• A sightseeing tour of London or time to shop and sightsee 

• One night’s bed and buffet breakfast accommodation at a 
good hotel in the Greater London area 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 


Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 

Book today to 
reserve your place! 


Call 0330 160 7751 [S§ 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsll928 


RRITISH 



BEST ESCORTED 
TOURS HOLIDAY 
COMPANY 


^ABTA 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 
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PoctoNo 
one is safe 
from axe 

MAURICIO Pochettino knows 
Tottenham need to learn from previ¬ 
ous mistakes in the transfer market 
and warned not even his signings are 
safe at White Hart Lane this summer. 

Champions League qualification has 
almost certainly eluded Spurs once 
again as the former Argentina interna¬ 
tional’s topsy-turvy first campaign at 
the helm draws to a close. 

A summer of change is expected in 
north London as they look to close the 
gap on the top four and a number of 
departures are expected, including 
those brought in to much fanfare after 
Gareth Bale’s world-record move to 
Real Madrid. 

Roberto Soldado, Paulinho, Vlad 
Chiriches and Etienne Capoue have all 
failed to live up to the billing after 
what increasingly looks like a fool¬ 
hardy splurge of that £85m two years 
ago. 

“We need to look forward and we 
need to learn from the past,” said the 
former Saints boss, below. 

“We have a plan for the develop¬ 
ment in the next few years and we 
need to deliver it.” 

The vast sums spent 
two years ago cer¬ 
tainly appear to be 
a wasted opportu¬ 
nity by Spurs, 
given current 
Financial Fair Play 
constraints. 

It means the “good 
players” with “great pro¬ 
files” Pochettino wants to bring in this 
summer will need to be offset by 
departures. 

“I think always you need to deal with 
that,” the Spurs head coach said. “If 
you want to bring in some players, 
maybe you need to sell some play¬ 
ers.” 

Emmanuel Adebayor, Younes 
Kaboul and Andros Townsend are 
others potentially facing a Spurs exit, 
so too perhaps some of last year’s 
additions after Federico Fazio, Ben 
Davies and Benjamin Stambouli strug¬ 
gled to make an impression since 
being brought in by Pochettino. 

“Always you need to analyse the last 
season and nobody is sure that they 
are staying at the club,” he said. “But 
this is my job - to analyse, to assess 
and to make a decision. 

“It is not because we brought some 
player in and we were sure, and he 
was poor during the season, now he 
stays. If you bring in a player and the 
performance was not good, it is not 
good. You make a decision.” 

Those decisions Pochettino makes 
without sentiment. 

“You need to be professional when 
you make a decision,” Pochettino 
said. 

“I am very cold on my professional 
side because I need to make deci¬ 
sions. Maybe I love a player in the 
personal way and as a human being, 
but he was poor so I need to put him 
out of the starting 11. 

“I have to be fair with the whole 
squad. I need to be professional and 
say ‘for the best of the team’. 

“If with (Lionel) Messi you don’t have 
a very good feeling with him on the 
human side, but he is the best, you 
need to be professional.” 



PREMIER LEAGUE 



GLEN JOHNSON 


KOLO TOURE LUKE GARBUTT RON VLAAR 


WITH the Premier League sea¬ 
son entering its final stretch, 
focus is now turning to the 
summer transfer window. 

Many clubs will be looking to 
snap up a bargain free transfer and 
there are plenty to choose from. 

The Sports Pink has selected a 
team of the best players who are 
currently set to leave their Premier 
League clubs on a free in June. 

GOALKEEPER: GERHARD TREMMEL 
(SWANSEA). 

At 36 years old, he is no spring 
chicken, but Tremmel could prove 
a useful acquisition for a newly- 
promoted side. 

Tremmel has played second fiddle 
to Michel Vorm and then Lukasz 
Fabianski during his four years at 
Swansea, but has performed well 
when called upon in the cup com¬ 
petitions and was in goal when the 
Swans beat Bradford in the Capital 
One Cup final two years ago. 

RIGHT-RACK: GLEN JOHNSON 

(LIVERPOOL). 

England’s first-choice right-back 
at the World Cup is still a regular 
for Liverpool, but he looks almost 
certain to end his six-year spell at 
Anfield this summer. 

Johnson, who has 54 England 
caps, is on a bumper deal at the 
Merseyside club and there seems to 
be little appetite to keep him. 

CENTRE-BACK: KOLO TOURE 

(LIVERPOOL). 



FREE AGENT: James Milner, left. 


Another regular at Liverpool who 
is still to extend his contract. Toure 
kept Cristiano Ronaldo quiet with 
an excellent display when Real 
Madrid came to Anfield in 
November, but the 34-year-old 
Ivorian lacks consistency and has 
made some terrible gaffes in his 
time at the club. 

CENTRE-BACK: RON VLAAR (ASTON 
VILLA). 

Vlaar performed so well at the 


World Cup that his omission from 
the team of the tournament raised a 
few eyebrows, especially when 
Thiago Silva was selected ahead of 
him. 

Injury has restricted the 
Dutchman to 16 appearances for 
Villa this season. 

At 30, he has at least a couple of 
years left in him yet and will surely 
be courted by other top-flight 
teams. 

Saints were linked with him last 


summer, mainly because Ronald 
Koeman was Vlaar’s boss at 
Feyenoord prior to the player mov¬ 
ing to England in the summer of 
2013. 

LEFT-BACK: LUKE GARBUTT (EVERTON). 

Everton have been doing every¬ 
thing they can to tie this promising 
young defender down to a new deal, 
but he is yet to put pen to paper. 
The 21-year-old has played nine 
times for Everton this year and 


DON’T MISS MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO FOR SAINTS v VILLA REACTION 
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BARGAIN HUHT 




BIG INTEREST: Danny Ings. 

faces a big battle to displace 
Leighton Baines so he may fancy a 
challenge elsewhere. 

Was recently linked with Premier 
League newcomers AFC 
Bournemouth. 

RIGHT WING: JAMES MILNER 
(MANCHESTER CITY). 

Probably the most high-profile 
free agent available this summer, 
Milner has 15 years’ worth of top¬ 
flight experience to his name and 


53 England caps. 

Milner is both tenacious and cre¬ 
ative, either in the centre of mid- 
field or out wide, and he is still a 
year off his 30th birthday. 

CENTRAL MIDFIELD: MIKEL ARTETA 
(ARSENAL). 

Named Arsenal captain last sum¬ 
mer, but Arteta has not played for 
the Gunners since November due 
to injury. 

Hard to see him displacing the in¬ 


form Francis Coquelin on his 
return. May be 33, but still has a 
good eye for a pass and is also a 
free-kick specialist. 

CENTRAL MIDFIELD: TOM CLEVERLEY 
(MANCHESTER UNITED). 

Named captain for a tour match 
against Roma last summer, 
Cleverley clearly thought he had a 
future under new United manager 
Louis van Gaal. “I think I’m going 
to be his type of player,” he said. 


JAMES WILSON 


But alas, that did not prove to be 
the case. 

The 25-year-old was farmed out 
on loan to Aston Villa, where he 
has played more than 30 games. He 
is not wanted back at United. 

Villa and Everton are keen to sign 
the England international. 

LEFT WING: JONAS GUTIERREZ 
(NEWCASTLE). 

Bravely battled back from testic¬ 
ular cancer to return to the 
Newcastle squad last month, but is 
no longer wanted by his club. 

Will be 32 in the summer, but still 
a good operator and would prove 
an inspirational figure to younger 
players around him. 

STRIKER: DANNY INGS (BURNLEY). 

One of a number of young English 
strikers pushing for national selec¬ 
tion after scoring nine goals for 
Burnley this season. 

Rumoured to be of interest to 
Liverpool, Manchester United and 
Manchester City, as well as David 
Moyes’ Real Sociedad. 

STRIKER: JAMES WILSON 

(MANCHESTER UNITED). 

Promoted to the first-team squad 
last summer following a fairytale 
debut under Ryan Giggs against 
Hull. The 19-year-old has played 16 
times under Van Gaal, but has 
struggled to get on the bench 
recently and, despite rumours of a 
new deal being close, the United 
academy product is yet to agree 
terms. 


GO TO dailyecho.co.uk FOR THE LATEST SAINTS NEWS 


Ancelotli: 
Bate is 
Real happy 

REAL Madrid manager Carlo 
Ancelotti insists Gareth Bale has no 
intention of leaving the club amid 
suggestions the Wales international 
is frustrated by how things are 
going for him at the Spanish giants. 

Ex-Saint Bale has come under 
fire from sections of the media and 
also the Real fans for some of his 
performances this season, includ¬ 
ing in the wake of this week’s 
Champions League exit to 
Juventus. 

That has led to Bale’s agent 
Jonathan Barnett coming out in 
defence of his client, telling the 
Telegraph that the former Spurs 
star has yet to show his full poten¬ 
tial this term because he has not 
been given enough of the ball by 
his Real team-mates. 

As more and more speculation 
links Bale, pictured below, with a 
summer move - especially those 
involving Manchester United - 
Barnett’s comments again bring 
into question the world-record 
signing’s desire to continue in 
Spain. 

However, Ancelotti, who oversaw 
Bale’s first season at Madrid culmi¬ 
nating in a tenth 
Champions 
League crown 
for the club, 
feels Barnett 
would be better 
off keeping his 
mouth shut. 

At his pre-matcf 
press conference 
ahead of Wednesday’s semi-final 
second leg against Juve, Ancelotti 
said: “I spoke with him (Bale) a lot 
of times. He is really happy to stay 
here. 

“I don’t understand what his 
agent said. It could be better to not 
speak. But we are used to it, in this 
world (where) a lot of people speak 
and sometimes, speak too much. 

“Bale has no problem with his 
colleagues. His colleagues have no 
problem with him. They like Gareth 
Bale and he likes his colleagues. 
There is one word too many per¬ 
haps from outside.” 

As if to prove Ancelotti’s point, 
Bale’s teammate James Rodriguez 
added at the same press confer¬ 
ence: “I didn’t see what was said, 
it’s the first time I’ve heard it. 

“We all want to play with him. 
Cristiano, Chicarito...we’re all a 
team and we have to be united. 

You can’t speculate on what is said 
outside. We all have to be 
focused.” 

Bale has been a regular in the 
Real side this season, although he 
last scored for them back in early 
April in the 9-1 win over Granada, 
where Cristiano Ronaldo got four 
goals. 

Ancelotti said of the £85m man: “I 
think Bale’s played a very good 
season. 

“But outside of this world where 
people speak, sometimes they 
speak too much. These people 
have never seen a training session. 
They don’t know what it’s like in a 
dressing room. They speak from 
outside.” 
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New boss 
in reserve 

WEYMOUTH have made 
Bradley Asagba their new 
reserve team manager. 

Asagba, who made 12 
appearances as a player for 
the Terras in the Dorset 
Premier League during the 
2013/2014 campaign, has 
switched from the manager’s 
role at Blandford United to 
step into the hot seat at the 
Bob Lucas Stadium. 

He replaces the former 
boss Jake Richmond, who 
decided to step down earlier 
this month after the Dorset 
club’s failure to win 
promotion. 

Speaking about Asagba’s 
appointment, Paul Maitland, 
the club’s goalkeeper coach, 
said: “He understands our 
vision with the reserves and 
the under-18s and how we 
perceive it to work going 
forward. 

“We had three full 
applicants for the job and we 
just felt that with his wide 
range of contacts in and out 
of the county, he would bring 
something different. 

“He is not under any 
pressure to win leagues but 
we are hoping for him to 
produce one or two players 
for the first team.” 



NEW: Bradley Asagba 


Freeze on 
ticket fees 

AFC Totton have announced 
a price freeze on their ticket 
prices for next season. 

It is the fourth successive 
season that the Southern 
League South and West 
Division One side have kept 
the same prices. 

Adults will be charged £9, 
concessions £5 and under- 
16s £3 to enter the Testwood 
Stadium while an adult and 
under-16 ticket combined will 
cost £10. 

The Stags averaged 279 in 
an inconsistent 2014/15. 





Becks bows out, wishing Spitfires ‘every success’ 


EX-EASTLEIGH captain Dean Beck¬ 
with issued a heartfelt farewell message 
to the Spitfires, after being released by 
the club last week. 

The 31-year-old defender, left , arrived 
from Hereford United in January 2013 
with the purpose of helping Eastleigh’s 
push to the Conference top-flight. 

In his first full season on Stoneham 
Lane, he achieved that goal, making 
more than 30 appearances as Richard 
Hill’s side won the Skrill South. 

The former Luton, Northampton and 


Dagenham & Redbridge centre-back 
then played 27 games in the Vanarama 
Conference, as Eastleigh finished fourth 
in the play-off places this term. 

“The past two and a half years have 
flown by,” tweeted Beckwith. 

“There have been a few downs, but the 
ups have far outweighed those. 

“I have met some great lads who will 
remain friends of mine for a life time. 

“I have some great memories of my 
time there, but am now leaving East¬ 
leigh FC. 


“I wish the club, fans, owners, man¬ 
ager and the players every success next 
season and beyond on the challenge of 
getting the club promoted to the Foot¬ 
ball League. For me now, I’m looking 
forward to the new challenges that lie 
ahead and excited about joining a new 
club. Becks.” 

Beckwith joined Harry Pell, Craig 
Stanley, Deon Burton, Craig McAllister, 
Dan Spence, Dan Walker, Stuart Fleet- 
wood and Brian Howard in exiting East¬ 
leigh. 


THE Sydenhams Premier Division 
looks an even tastier prospect next 
season after Sholing and Salisbury 
FC were entered into the competition 
after the Southern League left them 
out of their roster, writes PETER 
HOWARD. 

While Whites manager Steve Clar- 
idge says he’s “hardly surprised” by 
the decision, the Boatmen have been 
left feeling stitched-up after ground¬ 
grading issues consigned them to de¬ 
motion. 

The Silverlake Arena side, who fin¬ 
ished 17th in the Southern League 
South & West, were left out of the 
constitution for next season and were 
temporarily left in limbo as to which 
level they will play at next term this 
week. 

There was good news, though, 
for Sydenhams Wessex champions 
Petersfield who were accepted for 
promotion while New Forest club 
Bashley, who finished bottom of the 
division with just one win, were re¬ 
prieved in Step 4. 

However, the roster didn’t include 
Premier Division runners-up Win¬ 
chester City, who had hoped to gain 
promotion. 

Sholing, meanwhile, were finally in¬ 
formed of their Wessex Premier sta¬ 
tus by The FA, leaving boss Dave Dia¬ 
per at odds to why a ground-grading 
inspection last summer had passed 
their base on Portsmouth Road fit for 
promotion in the first place. 

The Boatmen know they will be 
slated by some Wessex clubs for “yo- 
yoing” in and out of the division, 
which they easily won in 2013/14, the 


same season they lifted the FA Vase 
at Wembley, after voluntary relega¬ 
tion from Step 4 the year before. 

“I know there’s a lot of work to 
be done for ground-grading for the 
league, but we need everyone singing 
from the same hymn-sheet,” Diaper 
said. “The difference is that had we 


found out at the first inspection that 
our ground wasn’t up to standard, 
then we wouldn’t have ever taken 
promotion. It’s as simple as that. 

“All I want to ask is why did that 
not get picked up on when the first 
inspection was done? 

“Bottom line is we would never 


have gone up had we known that 
we’d have a ground-grading issue.” 

The Boatmen know they’ll take 
some flak as they prepare for life 
back in the Wessex. 

“We’re going to get slated for it, but 
I don’t know why we should - this 
isn’t our fault.” 



Boatmen boss unhappy at 
demotion over ground issue 

Salisbury FC to 
join Sholing in 
lower division 


Sholing boss Dave Diaper is on his way back to the Wessex League 
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Jenkins leaves on a high after the best season yet 


MICK Jenkins has left his role as 
director of football at Sydenhams 
Premier Division outfit AFC Portch- 
ester. 

The former Winchester City, 
Dorchester Town and Havant & Wa- 
terlooville boss, pictured left, exits 
Wicor Recreation Ground following 
the club’s best ever season. 

One-time England international 
Graham Rix’s side finished third in 
the Wessex Premier behind runners- 
up Winchester and champions Pe- 


tersfield Town. 

Jenkins, though, left on his own 
accord this week after deciding to a 
take a complete break from football. 

“We would like to thank Mick for 
his work at AFC Portchester having 
arriving at the club during the 2011- 
12 season,” chairman Paul Kelly 
said. 

“We wish him all the best for the 
future. 

“Both parties agreed it was the 
right time to leave after the east 


Hampshire club’s most successful 
season. 

“He wishes to take a break in foot¬ 
ball and spend more time with his 
family along with recovering from 
an operation he has to undergo over 
the summer months.” 

Portchester’s management com¬ 
mittee are set to begin their hunt for 
Jenkins’s replacement over the next 
week. 

Keep up to date with non league 
football at dailyecho.co.uk. 


Magpies saved from brink of 
league expulsion by council 

Nearly £14k to be 

spent on building ( 

new spectator 



gram welcomed with open arms the 
news that the town’s council would 
save The Magpies from expulsion 
from the Sydenhams Wessex League. 

As previously reported by the 
Sports Pink, Alresford - Premier 
Division runners-up in 2012/13 and 
2013/14 - needed to overcome some 
serious ground-grading issues to re¬ 
tain their place in the Wessex. 

Their landlords, Alresford Town 
Council, had effectively removed 40 
seats from the balcony overlooking 
the pitch to accommodate a smoking 
area for the council-run bar at Arle- 
bury Park. 

As a result, The Magpies did not 
comply with the Step 5 ground-grad¬ 
ing requirements. 

However, at a town council meet¬ 
ing on Thursday, it was agreed that 
£13,780 would be pledged to install 50 
covered seats and standing room for 
50 people. 

Although the council are yet to 
agree how to pay for the work, it ul¬ 
timately means that Alresford will be 
able to play in the Wessex next term. 

“Well it is good news,” said Ingram. 
“Basically they need to put the mon¬ 
ey in and we’ll take it from there. 

“I’m glad the council has come to 
our help, because unfortunately this 
wasn’t an issue for the football club 
but a town council issue. 

“We’ve got a bit of time to get the 
work underway and everything in 
place, but the work will have to be 
done as soon as possible really. 

“The first thing we need is some¬ 
thing like a letter of intent from the 
council, confirming the work will be 
done and then we can prove to the 
league that it will happen.” 

The club, even after tireless hard 
work on developing their base, 
weren’t ever consulted about the 
changes. 

But Ingram is relieved that there 
is light at the end of the tunnel after 


initially bringing up the problem at a 
meeting in February. 

“I’ve been involved in the club for a 
long time and to keep this club will be 
a win-win for everyone,” he said. 

“This will benefit everyone in this 
town. 

“We’ll be back again with two 


teams, so we’ll be playing almost 60 
games at home. 

“It is the hub of the town and an 
important venue to keep sport in the 
town alive. 

“A town like Alresford deserves to 
have a football team. 

“We had a ground grading on 


Thursday morning at 7am with the 
Sydenhams League, which pinpoints 
the areas for work. 

“So, as it stands, we’ll do all the 
work we can and wait for the stand 
to be in place. 

“The league just need assurances 
that this work will be done.” 


Boatmen 
sign youth 

SHOLING are putting their 
faith in the next generation. 

The Boatmen have signed- 
up four youngsters ahead of 
next season. 

Academy trio Owen 
Roundell, Dan Dove and 
Jordan Brooks joined first- 
team winger Tobi Adekunle in 
committing their future at the 
Silverlake Arena this week. 

Centre-back Roundell, 18, 
has already appeared for the 
Sholing first-string this term, 
having come on as a late 
substitute in the 3-0 
Hampshire Senior Cup final 
defeat to Gosport Borough 
and spent the latter part 
around Dave Diaper’s side. 

Goalkeeper Brooks, 17, was 
also called into Southern 
League South & West action 
once this term to cover for an 
injury crisis. 

Midfielder Dove, 19, 
meanwhile, has been mainly 
playing for the club’s reserve 
team. 

“The key to the future 
success of the club can 
benefit immensely from 
within the infrastructure we 
currently have and those 
players are developed 
through the development 
squad,” said Diaper. 



Tobi Adekunle 


Ten sure 
to stay on 

LEADING marksman Mark 
Gamble is among ten players 
retained by Wimborne Town 
for next season. 

Former Winchester City 
man Gamble, who will make it 
three terms at Cuthbury after 
hitting 22 goals in 2014/15, 
joins goalkeeper Jason 
Harvell, defenders Ian Oliver, 
Scott Arnold, Adam Costello 
and Billy Maybury, midfielders 
Jon Blake and Sam Griffin 
and striker James Stokoe in 
agreeing terms. 

Player-assistant manager 
Paul Roast has also agreed to 
stay on. 

The Magpies are in the 
throes of arranging summer 
friendlies with Wessex 
Leaguers Verwood Town and 
Southern League Premier 
Division outfit Paulton 
Rovers, with the players set 
to report back for training on 
Thursday, July 2. 
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For and against 
a third chance 

Kevin Pietersen has scored 13,797 runs for 
England, yet appears to have given them 
problems in near equal number. 

Here the Sports Pink considers the reasons 
for and against a third chance for the 
record-breaker. 

FOR 

HIS RUNS - Pietersen has made more than 
anyone else in history, across the formats, 
for his adopted country. Even in the 
2013/14 Ashes whitewash defeat, he was 
top scorer. That made him merely the best 
of a bad bunch, but a Test career average 
of 47.28 is not to be sniffed at in any era. 
HIS FORM - An unbeaten maiden triple-cen¬ 
tury was the perfect response to new 
England and Wales Cricket Board chairman 
Colin Graves’ invitation to make a case with 
a weight of runs. It came in LV_ Division 
Two, against a team winless in the past two 
years - but even so, in an innings which 
saw no one else make even 40, it was a 
resounding statement that Pietersen still 
has what it takes. 

HIS MOTIVATION - This, above all else, is 
not in doubt. Even Pietersen’s detractors 
can only agree he has given his third com¬ 
ing a proper shot. The events of the past 18 
months, that miserable Ashes campaign, 
then his sacking and all that followed will 
not be the way he wants to be remem¬ 
bered. He has said many times that his dri¬ 
ving force is a “dream” to play for England 
again, and to try to win the Ashes for a fifth 
time. 

HIS PUBLIC - As well as taking Graves’ 
challenge in apparent good faith, Pietersen 
has cannily tapped into the popular thesis 
that England and the ECB are removed 
from the public. He has been able to depict 
himself as a unifying force to once again 
re-engage the many otherwise prepared to 
walk away from cricket - and he may well 
be right. 

AGAINST 

HIS PREVIOUS - Where to start? Pietersen 
had acquired some foes as well as friends 
even before he started playing for England. 
He has not stopped since, certainly in the 
second half of his career - with Strauss and 
Alastair Cook the most notable, in the cur¬ 
rent context, of those who may find it all 
quite hard to forget. KP: The Autobiography 
allowed him to express vindication, but also 
spared no one and can be little help to him 
now. 

SOCIAL MEDIA - Ten, even five, years ago 
the perils of housing a maverick in the 
team were significantly less. Pietersen him¬ 
self has used Twitter to significant effect in 
his PR battles to date with the ECB. But the 
observations of some of his celebrity 
entourage have become an increasingly 
influential part of the colourful narrative 
too. It is hard, for example, to see Strauss’ 
mood enhanced by a description of him 
overnight from Piers Morgan as a “vindic¬ 
tive moron”. 

THE NEW BROOM - It is only three days 
since the ECB confirmed Strauss as its new 
director of cricket. Peter Moores instantly 
lost his job, for the second time, as coach. 
Previously, Paul Downton had to vacate the 
management position into which Strauss 
has moved. The scene appears to be set for 
Cook to continue his captaincy with a 
developing group of players, and several of 
their performances of the past year have 
indicated they should have fine careers. 
Pietersen may simply no longer fit into that 
scenario. 

HIS AGE - Pietersen will be 35 by the time 
this summer’s Ashes start, and has had his 
fair share of injury interruptions already. 
Apart from anything else, England would 
have to take a punt on his fitness for pur¬ 
pose. 



KP playing 
for 

Hampshire in 
the Friends 
Provident 
Trophy Final 
at Lord’s in 
2007 
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ENGLAND director of cricket 
Andrew Strauss has confirmed 
that former Hampshire star Kevin 
Pietersen is “not part of our 
plans” for the Ashes summer. 

Strauss cited a “massive trust issue” 
ll between himself and the record- 
{ breaking batsman, who was sacked 
by the England and Wales Cricket 
Board after last year’s whitewash 
Ashes defeat in Australia. 

Pietersen had hoped for a recall 
after apparent pre-season encourage¬ 
ment from new ECB chairman Colin 
Graves - but even after his maiden 
triple-century for Surrey on Monday, 
he was informed within hours by 
Strauss that there is no imminent 
prospect of him playing for England 
again. 

Strauss stopped short of announc- 
~ ing 34-year-old Pietersen will never 
- add to his 104 Test caps for his adopt- 
.ed country, but made clear that the 
. working relationship between the two 
; of them is central to the decision that 
has been made. 

. As Pietersen’s Test captain in 2012, 
■ T * Strauss discovered the record-break¬ 
ing batsman had sent “provocative” 
; texts about him to opposition players 
from their native South Africa. 

Strauss told Sky Sports News: “The 
^ first thing to say is now’s the time for 
.' r , ' some really honest and open conver- 
sation about Kevin Pietersen. 

“No one has ever doubted Kevin 
Pietersen’s ability as a player. He has 
. ' been a phenomenal player for 
g : England over a long period of time. 

“His record stacks up to anyone in 
:: > England cricket, and he should be 
. | very proud of that. 

“But over months and years, the 


trust between himself and the ECB 
has eroded.” 

Strauss also underlined his backing 
for current England Test captain 
Alastair Cook, confirmed Joe Root as 
England’s Test vice-captain this sum- . 
mer and Eoin Morgan as ongoing 
leader of the one-day international 
team. He also admitted that 
Australian Jason Gillespie is “one of 
the candidates” to replace sacked 
coach Peter Moores. 

The Pietersen issue is most pressing 
of all, though, and Strauss added: “We 
are in a situation now where there is 
a massive trust issue between Kevin 
and me. 

“I wish that wasn’t the case. I’m not 
apportioning blame - it’s just a fact. 

“That is the reality - and because of £ 
that, we’ve decided it is not in the best •; 
short-term interests of the side for 
him to be in it. 

“I went to see him last night to let 
him know he’s not part of our plans 
for the summer. 

“I can’t give him any guarantees Jgf 
about the future. But he’s not banned • • * 
from the side.” 

Kevin Pietersen’s retort to his exclu-' 
sion from the England side came to an V 
end as he ran out of partners in rag 
Surrey’s LV County Championship J V 
match against Leicestershire. 


- 5 

innings on 355 not out after tail-ender r _ 
Matt Dunn was caught off the bowling 
of Ben Raine in the morning session 
of day three. 

Having resumed on 326, Pietersen 
continued about his business, hitting 
three boundaries as England’s new -“IC 
director of cricket Andrew Strauss : ■ 
was telling reporters at Lord’s he •' 
would not be recalling the batsman in 
the foreseeable future. 


Three weeks of talks 


KEVIN Pietersen responded in apparent 
good faith to Colin Graves’ hints that he 
might be able to resume his international 
career via Surrey. Below are three weeks 
of conversations and utterances in March 
which demonstrate the lengths he then 
went to in order to try to give himself 
another shot at international cricket. 

MARCH 1 - Incoming England and Wales 
Cricket Board chairman Graves reignites 
Pietersen’s hopes of a recall: “The first 
thing he has to do if he wants to get back is 
start playing county cricket.” 

Pietersen’s response is immediate: “Let’s 
be clear: - I’d love to play for England 
again. I’m absolutely so positive and 
buzzing about the new regime that’s com¬ 
ing in. It’s heartening to see English crick¬ 


et looks like it’s going to go in a positive 
new direction.” 

Surrey chairman Richard Thompson 
remains cautious: “Our understanding at 
the end of last summer was that Pietersen 
had no intention of playing red-ball cricket. 
If not, he will not play for Surrey.” 

The ECB clarifies: “Colin Graves is cor¬ 
rect. Nothing has changed - only players 
who are playing consistent high-quality 
county cricket and who are seen as a posi¬ 
tive influence will be selected for England.” 

MARCH 2 - Pietersen is still optimistic, 
telling Twitter followers: “Incredibly hum¬ 
bling how supportive you’ve all been since 
the news broke yesterday from Mr Colin 
Graves. Gonna try work this out for sure!” 

Pundits are divided, Geoff Boycott urging 


the ECB not to “lead Pietersen on” and to 
be “fair” to him. Michael Vaughan calls on 
Pietersen to “prove” he wants to play for 
England again, by agreeing an IPL release. 
Another of Pietersen’s old Ashes-winning 
colleagues Matthew Hoggard insists there 
is “no chance” of him returning. 

MARCH 5 - Another former team-mate 
enters the debate, firmly on Pietersen’s 
side. Chris Tremlett: “Kevin Pietersen’s 
sacking last February was unfair, and it 
was a shame for English cricket the way it 
happened ... I have played a lot with Kevin 
... and I can’t say anything bad about him.” 

MARCH 6 - Links with Leicestershire 
appear short-lived. Pietersen’s agent: “I 
haven’t had a conversation with Kevin 
about Leicestershire - it is not something 
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ABOVE: Kevin Pietersen play¬ 
ing for Hampshire against 
Warwickshire in a Friends 
Provident Trophy semi-final 




FANS: Kevin Pietersen signs auto¬ 
graphs between overs as Hampshire 
take on Ireland 


SIX: Pietersen hits out for 


_ 


_ 


Pietersen - the 
highs and lows 

HIGHS 

The Oval, 2005: Pietersen’s maiden Test series, the 
Ashes no less, was a personal and collective triumph 
that gripped the nation. He had already earned his 
elevation with a string of one-day international hun¬ 
dreds in a cauldron atmosphere in his native South 
Africa; then, after batting well throughout the summer 
and when England so badly needed a big perfor¬ 
mance with the urn in the balance, he saved the day 
with a brilliant counter-attacking 158 in the final Test. 
The Caribbean, 2010: England have still won just 
one global trophy in 40 years of trying - and Pietersen 
was key to their success at the ICC World Twenty20. 
He was named player-of-the-tournament after Paul 
Collingwood’s team beat Australia in the Kensington 
Oval final. 

Ashes 2010/11: Another defining achievement, and 
Pietersen more than played his part in England’s 3-1 
series win. Injured for much of the home victory in 
2009, he was back to hit a double-century in the sec¬ 
ond Test in Adelaide as England beat their hosts by 
an innings - one of the cornerstones of glory to fol¬ 
low. 

Headingley, 2012: Pietersen himself rates his centu¬ 
ry in the stifling heat of Colombo four months earlier 
as his very best. He was often at the height of his 
powers at any rate, on the pitch, in 2012 - and his 
destruction of South Africa’s outstanding pace attack 
in Leeds had to be seen to be believed. 

Mumbai, 2012: His 186 in the second Test, dominat¬ 
ing a wonderful stand with his captain Alastair Cook, 
was a master class. Pietersen tamed India’s spinners 
on a pitch tailored for them as England levelled at 1- 
1 on the way to a first series success in India for 
almost 28 years. 

The Oval, 2015: No international stage this time, but 
just the possibility of a renewed Test future on the 
line - and Pietersen demonstrated yet again that he is 
at his best when the pressure is on. At the scene of 
that breakthrough century a decade earlier, and with 
a Test squad to be announced within two days, he 
excelled himself with his first triple-century in the LV_ 
County Championship against Leicestershire. 

LOWS 

Ashes 2006/07: England went Down Linder with 
hopes high for a second successive Ashes series 
win, and first in a generation in Australia. They left 5- 
0 losers, demoralised on their way to that winter’s 
World Cup. Pietersen batted well, including a big 
hundred in Adelaide, but he could not stem the tide 
of whitewash defeat. 

2008/09, Peter Moores: Captain and coach’s mid¬ 
winter power struggle ended with each losing his job. 
After his brief tenure, Pietersen had to return to the 
ranks - and, for the remainder of his career, toe the 
line under the regime built by Andy Flower and 
Andrew Strauss. 

Headingley, 2012: Little more than 24 hours after his 
brilliant century, Pietersen’s hapless post-match 
press conference secured a double-entry here for 
time and place. His attempt to avoid the vexed topic 
of his future plans resulted only in the pronounce¬ 
ment that it was “difficult being me” in the England 
dressing-room. Within days, against a background of 
‘provocative’ texts sent to the opposition about his 
captain, he was dropped for the final Test at Lord’s - 
and discovered, for the first time, how it feels to be 
exiled from the team. 

Sydney, 2013/14: Pietersen finished England’s lead¬ 
ing run-scorer in their second whitewash defeat 
Down Linder in three attempts. By the time the 
tourists got to the SCG, he was as badly beaten as 
anyone. He could make only two single-figure 
scores, and new England and Wales Cricket Board 
managing director Paul Downton concluded that he 
was “disengaged”. A month later, Pietersen was 
sacked. 

October 2014: The man himself would doubtless 
disagree, and has made it clear on many occasions 
he sees his autobiography as a triumph. But the con¬ 
tents - England’s alleged bullying culture, Pietersen’s 
depiction of “sour and dour” Andy Flower, and 
stream of criticism for wicketkeeper Matt Prior - was 
never going to aid his second ‘reintegration’. 

May 2015: Once again, the postscript to a wonderful 
innings appeared less encouraging for Pietersen - 
this time, though, through no apparent fault of his 
own. Even an unbeaten 326, late-night reports 
claimed, was not enough for him to convince new 
ECB director Strauss that another Ashes return was 
viable this summer. 


we have discussed.” 

Pietersen: “I believe an offer was made, 
and so have a few others this week ...” 

MARCH 10 - Pietersen reiterates his 
admiration for Graves: “I really do think 
changes are going to be made & positive 
things are going to start to happen for the 
good of English cricket...” 

ECB managing director Paul Downton: 
“He (Pietersen) hasn’t asked me for a meet¬ 
ing. As far as the ECB is concerned, no 
position has changed. We put out a state¬ 
ment last week. Nothing has changed from 
where we were in the last year.” 

MARCH 17 - Pietersen is talking a good 
game: “I reckon I’ve still got quite a few 
Test hundreds in me.” 

Former batting coach Graham Gooch is 


unconvinced: “I wouldn’t bring Pietersen 
back ... Kevin Pietersen did some great 
things for England, make no mistake. But 
now it’s time to move on.” 

MARCH 18 - Pietersen appears ever 
more hopeful, and definite: “If I can do any¬ 
thing that can help me get back into it for 
England then it’s something I want to do. I 
love playing for England.” 

Surrey signing Kumar Sangakkara 
reveals: “KP’s coming back, I hear, so that’ll 
be very exciting in the dressing room.” 

On announcing the England Test squad to 
tour West Indies, without Pietersen of 
course, national selector James Whitaker 
says many times: “He’s not part of our 
plans.” 

Test captain Alastair Cook thinks a 


Pietersen return is “very unlikely”. 

A Surrey spokesman said: “We are still in 
discussions.” 

MARCH 20 - Pietersen, on his phone 
calls with Graves: “...I think what we need 
to do is sit down and do it face to face. I 
don’t think me speaking on a telephone is 
the way forward in making big decisions.” 

MARCH 24 - Pietersen announces he has 
agreed his IPL release, and is pleased: “My 
focus is now very much on the upcoming 
season in England, and I’m absolutely 
determined to score as many runs as possi¬ 
ble. I’ve never made any secret of my over¬ 
whelming desire to once again represent 
England, and I’m going to do everything in 
my power to earn a recall to the interna¬ 
tional set-up.” 
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NO 2 RANKING: Andy 
Murray. 

TENNIS: ATP 
CHAMPIONS RACE 
RANKINGS 


1 Novak Djokovic (Ser).5385.00pts 

2 Andy Murray (Gbr) .3670.00 

3 Tomas Berdych (Cze).2850.00 

4 Kei Nishikori (Jpn).2210.00 

5 David Ferrer (Spa).2195.00 

6 Rafael Nadal (Spa) .2020.00 

7 Roger Federer (Swi) .1865.00 

8 Stanislas Wawrinka (Swi)_1825.00 

9 Milos Raonic (Can).1540.00 

10 Gael Monfils (Fra) .1075.00 

11 Guillermo Garcia-Lopez (Spa) 925.00 

12 Gilles Simon (Fra).920.00 

13 Grigor Dimitrov (Bui).900.00 

14 John Isner (USA).865.00 

15 Kevin Anderson (Rsa).855.00 

16 Bernard Tomic (Aus).810.00 

17 Richard Gasquet (Fra).780.00 

18 Pablo Cuevas (Uru).735.00 

19 Feliciano Lopez (Spa).700.00 

20 Martin Klizan (Svk) .690.00 

21 Roberto Bautista-Agut (Spa) .685.00 

22 Viktor Troicki (Ser) .657.00 

23 Nick Kyrgios (Aus) .625.00 

24 Fernando Verdasco (Spa)_590.00 

25= Fabio Fognini (Ita).585.00 

25= Juan Monaco (Arg).585.00 

27 Jiri Vesely (Cze).582.00 

28 Ivo Karlovic (Cro) .570.00 

29 Victor Estrella Burgos (Dorn) .562.00 

30 Andreas Seppi (Ita).560.00 

31 Gilles Muller (Lux).525.00 

32 Adrian Mannarino (Fra).520.00 

33 Andreas Haider-Maurer (Aut) .507.00 

34 Daniel Gimeno-Traver (Spa) . .489.00 

35 Aljaz Bedene (Gbr) .487.00 

36 Philipp Kohlschreiber (Ger) .. .475.00 

37 Sergiy Stakhovsky (Ukr).455.00 

38 Hyeon Chung (Kor).453.00 

39 Benoit Paire (Fra) .445.00 

40 Simone Bolelli (Ita) .440.00 

41 Pablo Andujar (Spa) .435.00 

42 Jack Sock (USA).430.00 

43= David Goffin (Bel) .420.00 

43= Donald Young (USA).420.00 

45 Leonardo Mayer (Arg).415.00 

46 Steve Johnson (USA) .410.00 

47 Borna Coric (Cro) .391.00 

48 Santiago Giraldo (Col).380.00 

48 Tommy Robredo (Spa).380.00 

50 Mikhail Kukushkin (Kaz).377.00 

51= Federico Del Bonis (Arg)_371.00 

51 = Joao Sousa (Por) .371.00 

53 Marcos Baghdatis (Cyp).362.00 

54 Dominic Thiem (Aut).355.00 

55 Ryan Harrison (USA).353.00 

56 Steve Darcis (Bel).347.00 

57 Alexandr Dolgopolov (Ukr) .. .345.00 

57 Jerzy Janowicz (Pol).345.00 

59 Marcel Granollers (Spa) .335.00 

60 Tim Smyczek (USA) .330.00 

60 D Sebastian Schwartzman (Arg) .. .330.00 

60 Jeremy Chardy (Fra).330.00 

60 Sam Querrey (USA).330.00 

64 Ruben Bemelmans (Bel).320.00 

65 Guido Pella (Arg).317.00 

65 Damir Dzumhur (Bih).317.00 

67 Thanasi Kokkinakis (Aus) _306.00 

68 Albert Ramos-Vinolas (Spa) . .305.00 

69 Samuel Groth (Aus).304.00 

70= Lukas Rosol (Cze).300.00 

70= Thomaz Bellucci (Bra).300.00 

70= James Duckworth (Aus)_300.00 

73 Teymuraz Gabashvili (Rus) .. .290.00 

74 Nicolas Almagro (Spa) .280.00 

75 Nikoloz Basilashvili (Geo)_272.00 

76 Kyle Edmund (Gbr).269.00 

77= Robin Haase (Ned).267.00 

77= Kimmer Coppejans (Bel)_267.00 

79= Vasek Pospisil (Can).265.00 

79= Alejandro Falla (Col).265.00 

81 Joao Souza (Bra) .264.00 

82 Blaz Rola (Slo).261.00 

83 Jarkko Nieminen (Fin).257.00 

84 Ricardas Berankis (Lit) .256.00 

85= Go Soeda (Jpn).252.00 

85= Luca Vanni (Ita).252.00 

85= E Roger-Vasselin (Fra) .252.00 

88= Marsel llhan (Tur) .251.00 

88= A Menendez-Maceiras (Spa) 251.00 

90 Gerald Melzer (Aut).243.00 

91= Lucas Pouille (Fra) .242.00 

91= Austin Krajicek (USA).242.00 

91= Marco Cecchinato (Ita).242.00 

94 Michael Berrer (Ger).238.00 

95 Marin Cilic (Cro) .235.00 

96 Facundo Bagnis (Arg).234.00 

97 Blaz Kavcic (Slo).226.00 

98 Jo-Wilfried Tsonga (Fra).225.00 

99 D Munoz-De La Nava (Spa) . .221.00 

100 P Carreno-Busta (Spa).215.00 


TOBY JIG: 

Alderweireld cel¬ 
ebrates his goal 
in Saints’ 3-1 
Boxing Day win 
at Crystal Palace. 


GR-EIGHT MEMORY: Victor Wanyama 
wheels away after scoring Saints’ sev¬ 
enth in the record breaking 8-0 destruc¬ 
tion of Sunderland. 


TWO-GOAL HERO: Graziano 
Pelle scored twice in Saints’ 4- 
0 home romp over Newcastle. 


Saints Spotlight 


FOR THE LATEST SAINTS NEWS GO TO daiiyecho.co.uk 
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Saints Spotlight 


PREMIER LEAGUE SEASON SO FAR 



>/J backing ^ 


AWAY THE LAD: Elia cel¬ 
ebrates after his two-goal 
show at Newcastle. 


ON THE BALL: 
Sadio Mane *► 
during Saints’ 
win at QPR. 




GREAT WIN: Saints celebrate at Old Trafford, 
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TOP-TEN RANKING: 

Justin Rose. 


OFFICIAL WORLD 
GOLF RANKING 



Average points 

1 Rory Mcllroy. 

.12.6869 

2 Jordan Spieth . 

.8.9565 

3 Henrik Stenson . 

.7.2125 

4 Bubba Watson. 

.7.0853 

5 Jim Furyk. 

.6.9035 

6 Justin Rose . 

.6.3201 

7 Sergio Garcia. 

.6.3089 

8 Jason Day . 

.6.256 

9 Rickie Fowler. 

.6.1289 

10 Dustin Johnson .... 

.5.9774 

11 Adam Scott . 

.5.6249 

12 Jimmy Walker . 

.5.2224 

13 J.B. Holmes. 

.5.0533 

14 Hideki Matsuyama .. 

.4.5282 

15 Patrick Reed . 

.4.4554 

16 Matt Kuchar. 

.4.2701 

17 Martin Kaymer. 

.4.2401 

18 Phil Mickelson . 

.4.0802 

19 Billy Horschel. 

.3.944 

20 Bill Haas. 

.3.6394 

21 Kevin Na. 

.3.6227 

22 Brooks Koepka .... 

.3.5164 

23 Chris Kirk. 

.3.3578 

24 Victor Dubuisson ... 

.3.3557 

25 Zach Johnson . 

.3.3221 

26 Lee Westwood. 

.3.2767 

27 Louis Oosthuizen ... 

.3.2701 

28 Jamie Donaldson ... 

.3.2324 

29 Ryan Palmer. 

.3.1968 

30 Ian Poulter. 

.3.1418 

31 Hunter Mahan . 

.3.0986 

32 Ryan Moore. 

.3.0651 

33 Gary Woodland .... 

.3.0486 

34 Paul Casey. 

.2.991 

35 Graeme McDowell .. 

.2.8556 

36 Keegan Bradley .... 

.2.8174 

37 Danny Willett . 

.2.8163 

38 Chari Schwartzel ... 

.2.8089 

39 Branden Grace. 

.2.7865 

40 Anirban Lahiri. 

.2.7853 

41 Brandt Snedeker ... 

.2.7212 

42 Matt Every. 

.2.592 

43 Bernd Wiesberger .. 

.2.5679 

44 Stephen Gallacher.. 

.2.5456 

45 Joost Luiten. 

.2.5169 

46 Brendon Todd . 

.2.5155 

47 Russell Henley. 

.2.4963 

48JohnSenden . 

.2.4431 

49 Thongchai Jaidee... 

.2.4332 

50 Webb Simpson .... 

.2.4282 

51 Ben Martin. 

.2.4248 

52 George Coetzee .... 

.2.3884 

53 Charley Hoffman ... 

.2.3541 

54 Tommy Fleetwood .. 

.2.3477 

55 Shane Lowry . 

.2.3003 

56 Marc Warren . 

.2.241 

57 Marc Leishman 

.2.2387 

58 Cameron Tringale .. 

.2.19 

59 Alexander Levy _ 

.2.1863 

60 Luke Donald. 

.2.172 

61 Tim Clark. 

.2.1052 

62 Harris English. 

.2.1024 

63 Andy Sullivan. 

.2.1003 

64 Jason Dufner. 

.2.0545 

65 Matt Jones. 

.2.0459 

66 Kevin Kisner. 

.2.0453 

67 Daniel Berger. 

.2.0148 

68 Mikko llonen. 

.1.9389 

69 Thomas Bjorn. 

.1.8917 

70 Marcel Siem. 

.1.8906 

71 Francesco Molinari . 

.1.8904 

72 Miguel A Jimenez .. 

.1.8869 

73 Kevin Streelman .... 

.1.8704 

74 Russell Knox . 

.1.8504 

75 Richie Ramsay. 

.1.8254 

76 Graham Delaet. 

.1.7908 

77 Ross Fisher . 

.1.7802 

78 Sangmoon Bae .... 

.1.753 

79 Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

.1.7263 

80 Steve Strieker . 

.1.7205 

81 Koumei Oda. 

.1.7079 

82 Padraig Harrington .. 

.1.7072 

83 Brendon de Jonge .. 

.1.7025 

84 Brian Harman. 

.1.7017 

85 Justin Thomas. 

.1.7009 

86 Ernie Els. 

.1.6718 

87 Nick Watney. 

.1.6569 

88 Morgan Hoffmann .. 

.1.6514 
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QPR - THE KEY 
FINANCIAL FAIR 
PLAY QUESTIONS 


Q: How much will 
relegation from the 
Premier League cost 
QPR? 

A: In simple terms 
in the region of 
£50million - the club’s 
turnover would drop 
by more than £70mil- 
lion but that will be 
offset by parachute 
payments of £24mil- 
lion in the first year 
in the Championship. 

Q: How much will 
the club have to pay 
for financial fair play 
breaches in the 
2013/14 season? 

A: That is the big 
unanswered question 
- the club are chal¬ 
lenging the legality of 
the Football League’s 
FFP rules. 

Q: What is the worst 
case scenario for 
QPR? 

A: That they will 
have to pay a fine of 
£58million for return¬ 
ing an operating loss 
of £69.7million when 
they were in the 
Championship in 
2013/14. 

Q: And the best-case 
scenario? 

A: That an indepen¬ 
dent arbitration tri¬ 
bunal decides that the 
Football League’s 
rules are not enforce¬ 
able - and they have 
to pay nothing. 

Q: Didn’t QPR only 
announce a loss of 
only £9.7million for 
2013/14, not £69.7mil- 
lion? 

A: Yes - but that 
included a one-off 
£60million income 
injection classed as an 
"exceptional item" in 
the accounts which 
was to write off loans. 
The operating loss 
was £69.7million. 

Q: Are club owners 
allowed to make that 
kind of cash injection 
to avoid FFP fines? 

A: The Football 
League say no, QPR 
argue that they should 
be allowed to - which 
is what the legal pro¬ 
ceedings are all about. 

Q: What if the arbi¬ 
tration goes against 
QPR? 

A: They will have to 
pay any fine imposed 
by the Football 
League or face being 
barred from entry 
into the 
Championship. 


PLOTTING CHERRES’ REMARKABLE 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 




WINNER: Cherries players celebrate against Bolton. 


SPOT ON: Tokelo Rantie scores from the penalty spot against 
Birmingham. 


HOME WIN: Junior Stanislas 
celebrates his goal against 
Brentford. 


GET IN: Matt Ritchie celebrates his goal 
against Blackpool. 
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PREMIER LEAGUE SEASON SO FAR 



CELEBRATION: Yann Kermorgant after netting 
against Huddersfield. 


WINNER: 
Callum Wilson 
netted the 
only goal 
against 
Reading. 


CLOSE CALL: Matt Ritchie in action against Leeds. 


POINT WINNER: Harry Arter celebrates his goal against Cardiff with 
Steve Cook. 
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KEEP UP-TO-DATE WITH CHERRIES IN THE DAILY ECHO AND PINK 


Cherries 
can learn 
from the 
Swans 

- Pugh 

MARC Pugh insisted there 
would be no obligation for 
Cherries to splash the cash 
in the top flight and said the 
club could learn from the 
Swansea model. 

The Welsh side secured 
three promotions in six years 
prior to their maiden Premier 
League campaign in 2011-12 
and have not finished out¬ 
side the top 12 since. 

The rapid rise of Swansea 

- who won the League Cup 
in 2012-13-bears similari¬ 
ties to Cherries’ charge up 
the ladder with Eddie 
Howe’s men having earned 
three promotions in five 
years. 

And while Cherries are 
next season set to face 
clubs with huge financial 
muscle, winger Pugh feels 
the Dorset club can compete 
at the top level and cited 
Swansea’s prudent 
approach as a potential 
inspiration. 

Swans’ biggest investment 
ahead of their first season 
back in the top flight was a 
£3.5m then club-record out¬ 
lay on Danny Graham, a 
campaign in which they fin¬ 
ished 11th, some 11 points 
clear of the relegation places. 

Asked if Cherries could 
bridge the financial gap next 
term, Pugh said: “I think we 
can. You look at the likes of 
Swansea who got promoted 
from the Championship a 
few years ago - in their first 
season in the Premier 
League they did not spend 
big at all. 

“You have just got to aspire 
to be as good as they are. 

“People say we spent this 
and spent that. We paid a bit 
of money for the likes of 
Callum Wilson and Matt 
Ritchie but other than that, 
most of our players came in 
for next to nothing. 

“A big part of football these 
days is the characters in the 
dressing room and your will¬ 
ingness to learn and work 
hard for each other. We have 
a lot of good characters in 
the squad and stick together 
through thick and thin. 

“It’s a team that wants to 
improve every day and be 
the best we can be, and that 
will continue next season.” 

Pugh could complete an 
impressive personal rise up 
the football ladder in 2015- 
16. 

If he makes an appearance 
in the top flight, the 28-year- 
old will have featured in the 
top five divisions of English 
football. 

As a youngster at Burnley, 
Pugh was loaned to 
Kidderminster in the 
Conference and moved on to 
Bury and then Shrewsbury in 
League Two. 

Pugh later played for 
Hereford in League One and 
League Two before making 
the switch to Cherries in 
2010 . 
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UNORTHODOX: Josh Digby’s stance against Alton 


Digby’s stance is weird 
- but not so wonderful 


JUDGING by this attempted 
shot, Bashley (Rydal) open¬ 
ing batsman Josh Digby 
seems to be planning to in¬ 
troduce French cricket to 
the area. 

Alas, Diggers’ new brand of 
forward defensive play didn’t 
quite work out, as Alton seam- 
er Toby Salmon bowled him for 
a fifth ball duck. 

His dismissal triggered a 
Bashley collapse - the New For¬ 
est side being shot out for 103, 
after visitors Alton had posted 
158. 

It was a dispiriting 55-run 
defeat for Bashley, who began 
the Southern Electric Premier 
Division season in confident 
mode with a handsome seven- 
wicket win at Burridge. 

The result left skipper Rich¬ 
ard Morris calling for his team 
to find some consistency after a 
Jekyll and Hyde start. 

“The Alton defeat was pretty 
much down to a lack of appli¬ 
cation from our batsmen, while 
Alton executed their game-plan 
perfectly 


“We played well at Burridge, 
but we didn’t against Alton.” 

• Twenty clubs from across 
the region have entered the 
new ECB Under-19 twenty20 
competition. It's a nationwide 
tournament, but initially 
played on a county-wide basis. 

The Hampshire entrants are 
split into three geographical 
zones, with matches played on 
Sunday afternoons and on mid¬ 
week evenings between now 
and August. 

In the south group, Havant 
have fixtures against Gray- 
shott, Petersfield, Portsmouth, 
Ropley, Sparsholt and Trojans. 
In the north, Basingstoke & 
North Hants are paired against 
Aldershot, Cove, Eversley, 
Hook & Newnham Basics and 
Yateley The west division, 
which could arguably provide 
the best set of games, sees 
double Hampshire Under-17 
title winners Old Tauntonians 
& Romsey up against Bashley 
(Rydal), Calmore Sports, Faw- 
ley, New Milton, Parley and 
Ventnor. 


KEEN TO SET EARLY PACE 



KIWI STAR: Bournemouth CC’s Josh Finnie in action for Otago Volts 


FOR much of last summer and es¬ 
pecially after they had pulled off a 
thrilling win over Sarisbury Athletic, 
the eventual champions, New Milton 
seemed destined to take the SPL1 
title. 

But it didn’t work out that way and, 
in a bizarre finish to the summer 
when neither they nor Sarisbury 
could put any winning form together, 
they missed the boat. 

James Haggaty’s arrival on the New 
Milton scene could be really signifi¬ 
cant, as the former Academy captain 
has effectively provided them with 
two new players - an opening bats¬ 
man and a new ball bowler, rolled 
in to one. Haggaty is playing below 
his level in SPL1 and out to feature 
strongly in his new abode. Young 
George Watts has done well with the 
ball, while a full season from a com¬ 
mitted Toby Edwards - with runs in 
both games already - will be a real as¬ 
set. Edwards has the potential to hit 
the ball a very long way and take an 
attack apart. He is off to Loughbor¬ 
ough this autumn. 

Most of the other sides in SPL1 
have the capacity to beat each other, 
none more so than Andover, who 
have Dave Taylor in their ranks. 

The former Totton & Eling all- 
rounder made a remarkable 172 not 
out to win the match at Liphook (by 
one wicket) but, for the second con¬ 
secutive week, saw Andover wickets 
fall all around him when they lost at 
Totton last week. Andover’s batsmen 
- and there is no shortage of them 
on paper - need to come to the party. 
Taylor can’t do it every week. Newly- 


promoted Rowledge are another ‘one 
out of two’ side, a win over Totton & 
Eling the prelude for a disappointing 
show against Hook & Newnham Ba¬ 
sics. 

Ian Metcalfe top-scored in both 
matches and needs support. Liphook 
have seen two wins snatched from 
their grasp - both Andover and Bas¬ 


ingstoke being nine down when they 
saw the points disappear. They don’t 
have an overseas player; in fact, only 
Bournemouth, Hartley Wintney, 
Rowledge and Totton & Eling have in 
SPL1. 

Bournemouth, who have Otago 
all-rounder Josh Finnie (pictured 
bowling in New Zealand) aboard, 


have made a poor start and have 
performed miserably with the bat 
against both Hook and at Calmore 
Sports. 

Mark Lavelle would like Calmore’s 
batsmen to fire too, though once teen¬ 
age left-hander Ben Johns becomes 
acclimatised to life in Premier 1, he 
should start to score runs. 


Beck out 
of action 
with injury 

A VERY familiar face was 
missing when New Milton 
defended their unbeaten 
Premier Division 1 start 
against Liphook & Ripsley at 
Fernhill today - as skipper 
Ryan Beck missed a first 
team game for the first time 
since 2003. 

Beck has 240 SPL scalps to 
his name bowling his off-spin, 
but has more recently been 
homing his skills behind the 
stumps. 

“I broke a finger in our cup 
defeat at Ventnor, so keeping 
wicket has been a very 
painful process,” he 
explained. “I’ve played 
through the pain barrier for 
most things over 17 years, 
but I’m down to play in the 
seconds at Portsmouth & 
Southsea and try and get 
some runs. I don’t think you 
can leave someone out just to 
accommodate an injured 
player - captain or not.” 



Ryan Beck 


Boost by 
batsman 

BOOSTED by the return of 
one-time Hampshire T20 
opener Mitchell Stokes, 
Basingstoke look a stronger 
outfit this season. 

RAF batsman Chris Oliver 
has joined them too, but 
skipper Chris Froud will still 
have reservations about his 
top order batting after what 
seemed far too many wickets 
were lost in winning the 
opening two games. 

Basingstoke lost eight in 
overhauling Hartley Wintney’s 
203-5 and had their last pair 
to thank for the one-wicket 
victory at Liphook, who had 
been bowled out themselves 
for 113. 

Near neighbours Hook & 
Newnham Basics often flatter 
to deceive, but skipper Matt 
Love is purring after 
consecutive wins at 
Bournemouth and over 
Rowledge. “We are playing 
well,” Love said. 
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FAWLEY HAPPIER IN SPL2 



TICHBORNE PARK: Back (l-r) Copeman, Berry, Allam, Butler, Bristow, Reid. Front: Ayling, Skinner, Allam, Cheyney, Don. 


PORTSMOUTH, Fawley and Tich- 
borne Park emerged unscathed 
from the opening fortnight of 
Southern Electric Premier Divi¬ 
sion 2 action. 

Relegated after arguably punching 
above their weight in SPL1, Faw¬ 
ley have begun well under the fresh 
watch of all-rounder Tom Gates. 
They beat OTs & Romsey by 12 runs 
and then emphatically walloped 
Hursley Park on their own patch. 
Gates led from the front last week, 
scoring 95 after taking 3-32 in Hurs- 
ley’s 212-9. 

Portsmouth, with wins of their own 
against Paultons and Hambledon, 
come to Waterside next Saturday. 
Dave Henderson’s side, who won Di¬ 
vision 3 two seasons ago, are being 
touted as potential favourites for the 
title. 

Popular Australian Pat Burns, joint 
top SPL2 wicket-taker alongside 
Mark Lavelle last year, has returned 
for another summer on Southsea sea¬ 
front. As too has Vickram Dawson 
- SPL3 bowling award winner with 
40 scalps in 2013 - having spent last 
season at The Quarters, with Hursley 
Park. The pair shared all ten wick¬ 
ets in Portsmouth’s 30-run win over 
Paultons, taking five each. 

Portchester all-rounder Richie 
Locke has joined the St Helen’s club 
and made a useful contribution in 
that win. Like most of the Premier 
League, the bulk of the rest are more 
than capable of pulling out the stops 
and landing a surprise punch. 

Newly promoted Bashley (Rydal) II 
were winless prior to today’s match 
with Paultons, while two out-of-form 


teams Hambledon and Sparsholt - 
the bookies’ favourites for the drop - 
went head-to-head at Ridge Meadow. 
New Zealander Kyle Ruffell seems to 
be the only Sparsholt player to have 
hit his straps so far. 

Tichborne Park certainly live a 
Jekyll and Hyde Southern Electric 
Premier League existence. 


They bounced back from their 2013 
relegation to regain their Division 2 
slot last season and have begun the 
new term on the front foot with back- 
to-back wins over Hambledon and 
SPL3 champions Bashley (Rydal). 
Bricklayer George Ayling swatted 
a 44-ball century to set up the eight- 
wicket win over Hambledon and, last 


week, Australian import Jamie Reid 
ripped out Bashley’s top order with 
a four-wicket new-ball spell so his 
side could defend a modest 127 and 
win again. “We’re going to be hit and 
miss,” said Will Allam, whose ap¬ 
pearance at Hursley Park today will 
be his last for three weeks. The Tich¬ 
borne skipper is to undergo surgery 



New Milton’s Alfie Hussey 


Portchester left behind 
by strong New Milton 


A fourth-wicket stand between 
Alfie Hussey (57) and Ashley 
Collinson (50) set up New Mil¬ 
ton’s 101-run win over Portch¬ 
ester. 

Milton, including several new 
young signings, posted 209-5 - 
far too many for Portchester, 
who have lost Richie Locke 
to Portsmouth and, by all ac¬ 
counts, had their incoming An¬ 
tipodean signing turned back 
at London Heathrow immigra¬ 
tion. 

Kieran Whittle (3-22) whipped 
out Portchester’s top order and 
Steve Tilbury (4-12) removed 
the tail to leave the visitors 108 
all out. 

Ropley, whose overseas player 
is Australian Michael Abbott, 
edged home by three runs 
against CD1 new boys Hayling 
Island. Andrew Walker’s 60 was 
the day’s top score as HI fell an 
agonising three runs shy of 
Ropley’s 187. Mark Cranley (58) 
and Steve Fryer (56) produced 
an important fifth wicket stand 
to ease St Cross Symondians III 
to 208-9 against Locks Heath at 


the Green Jackets. 

The new-ball spell by Andy 
Stickland (3-16) had Locks 
Heath in disarray before Jack 
Levy (41) launched a fight back 
which saw the visitors close 185 
all out. 

Purbrook, who ended last 
season on a six-match winning 
streak, lost by 27 runs chasing 
Portsmouth & Southsea’s 141. 
Burridge II, who Ryde visited 
today, were the only one of 
the three sides promoted from 
County 2 to win. Chased down a 
Hook & Newnham Basics score 
of 223-6 by seven wickets, with 
chairman Clive Slaughter hit¬ 
ting 64. 

Os & Romsey, who pipped 
Burridge to the CD2 last sea¬ 
son, put up a very decent per¬ 
formance against Fair Oak, 
who are probably favourites 
for the title. 

They have comfortably held 
their own in SPL3 for the past 
nine years, but were demoted 
last season because of poor 
pitch reports. Fair Oak just 
managed to defend 227-9. 


Seconds 

survive 

absences 

SARISBURY Athletic is a club 
anxious to narrow the gap 
between the first and fifth 
tiers in which its respective 
senior sides play. 

Skipper Jon Floyd didn’t 
enjoy the best preparation 
when Mark Miller and Lord’s 
indoor hero James Ingram 
received llth-hour first-team 
call-ups. 

Only young left-hander Tom 
Kent (56) really made his 
mark in Fareham & Crofton’s 
181. 

Josh Stewart-Hill and Tom 
Kitcher each picked up three 
Fareham wickets. 

Fareham’s own wicket¬ 
taking responsibility will rest 
largely with 6’8” Western 
Australian Durra Hagan, 
whose brisk left arm went 
without reward as Sarisbury 
knocked off the runs in 43 
overs, with captain’s son Sam 
Floyd 59 not out. 



Sarisbury’s Sam Floyd 59* 


Defeat is 
a surprise 

RYDE’S curtain-raising 
304-run avalanche against 
Ventnor last week probably 
raised a few eyebrows in 
Hampshire League circles. 

But Ventnor 2nds aren’t 
anything like the side that just 
missed out on promotion to 
SEPL 3 last season. Only 
three of Ventnor’s 2014 
regulars played in the Island 
derby at Steephill: Mark 
Fletcher, George Hatt and 
Ben Woodhouse - the 
wicketkeeper/skipper playing 
with a broken thumb in a 
plaster cast and only able to 
bat one handed! 

Such has been the change 
in Ventnor’s personnel over 
the winter that a fair chunk of 
last season’s second team is 
currently playing in the 
Premier League. 

That wasn’t lost on Ryde, 
who will surely be among the 
County 1 promotion 
contenders. 
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Checkatrade and 


First Class Customer 
Service 


Competitive Finance 
Rates Available* 


10 Year Insurance 
Backed Warranty 


wa Yale Security 
^ Hardware Available 


1 Trust Mark Approved 


Stunning PVCu 
Bi-folding doors 


FROM ONLY 


1800 mm x 2100mm 


We are so CONFIDENT in our 
high security windows and 
doors, we will pay 

£1000 

towards replacing them 
if you are broken into! 


Buy three or more 
windows and get a 


Prices 
INC VAT 

Any 3 

Windows 

Any 5 

Windows 

Any 7 

Windows 

Any 9 

Windows 

Any n 

Windows 

Any 13 

Windows 

Any 15 

Windows 


VIV Triple 
lazed 

£1890 

£3158 

£4422 

£5688 

£6952 

£8217 

£9482 


VT^Double 

Glazed 

£1645 

£2745 

£3845 

£4945 

£6045 

£7145 

£8245 


UPGRADE 
TO TRIPLE 
GLAZING 

OFFER ENDS 
SATURDAY30TH MAY 


ANY SIZE, white PVCu Patio 


Dont just take 
our word for it! 

over 1700 satisfied 
customers can’t be wrong 


Proud members of 

Cheekatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 




Front & Back Composite Doors 


Including 
integral 
blind in 
backdoor 


Any size, any colour 
composite front door 


Composite Front Door 
with a PVCu backdoor 


.1 


Max 1900 wide x 2100 High 






3 


IILL, Willi ! IU rc*UU r^^AP 

doors or French doors 


9 * 7'»?10 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS AT MARKET ROAD, CHICHESTER & FORT FAREHAM, NEWGATE LANE 

pho e n e e 0800 73l 876l www.idealwindowsolutions.co.uk 


OQ BSEN7412 Unity Building, Fort Fareham 

V= IS Mill Newgate Lane, POI4 1 AH 

W fThese offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Prices shown are white finish PVCu and include full installation and VAT. If you require special finishes or colours please ask for details. Each section of a bay window counts as one window. Maximum window size 2.5m x 

f 1,2m. Window offer is for our casement range only. ‘Terms and conditions apply please ask for written details. A Finance is available on orders over £1300. Finance available subject to status. Images used for illustration purposes only. IWS reserve the right to withdraw this offer at any time. 


Jj.lWJIILLLLkl ||fensa| 


Checkatrade.com j 
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Denture wearers! ^ ^** *■* 

Afraid to smile? 




• Life like precision complete 
& partial dentures 

• Implant assisted dentures 
that offer comfort and stability 
0% finance available 

(terms apply) 

Free mini consultations 


“The results are 
truly fantastic” 
Diane 


Become a Changing Faces® patient and 
experience a premium denture service. 
Call 02380 070178 


CF 

Changing Faces®Denture Clinic 

www.changingfacesdentures.co.uk 


Hampshire House, 169a High Street, Southampton S014 2BY 

Lee Butler, Clinical Dental Technician GDC No: 108662 


EXTRA -WIDE FITTING 
FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS 


Now £59.99 

Was £80.00 


<4 

Now £59.99 


Was £90.00 




^TTf I Vw neker 


Van Dal 


off 

your second pair 
with this voucher 
until 23rd May 


Now £49.99 

Was £75.00 

Now £49.99 

Was £75.00 

Now £49.99 

Was £75.00 


STEPHAN SHOES 

184, Portswood Rd 

(next to Sainsburys Superstore) 



Now £49.99 

Was £85.00 


Southampton, S017 2NJ 

Tel: 02380 554437 


Now £59.99 

Was £80.00 



Also a Games Workshop and Hornby/Scalextic spares centre 


New Radio Control Range Now Available 
Plus Great Fathers Day Gifts 



7/9 High Street, Eastleigh SO50 5LB 
www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk | www.acmodelsspares.co.uk 


02380 610100 


OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK 9am - 5pm 

Both shops closed on Wednesdays & Sundays 



OWTON’S 


TroMbwl fmtij 

Rirlf 1/14 Vs 


BBQ Pack two 




OPEN EVENING 


WEDNESDAY 24TH JUNE 2015 
6.00PM-8.00PM 

The Governors of St Anne's invite parents of girls 
in Years 4 and 5 to an Open Evening 
for admission to Year 7 


In addition to the 
Open Evening you 
are invited to see the 
school in action. 
Please arrive for 
guided tours between 
9:00am & 10:00am 
on the 

24th June 2015 


Coliseum 

COACHES 

Quality coach 
trips have arrived... 


GREAT DAYS OUT 


£ 20.00 

£ 20.00 

£ 20.00 

£ 22.00 

£ 20.00 

£33.00 

£ 20.00 


26 MAY Eastbourne 

30 MAY Portobello Road Market 

03JUN Canterbury 

07JUN Seaton and Sidmouth 

16JUN Kew Gardens (coach fare only) 

17JUN Hever Castle 

18JUN SS Great Britain (coach fare only) 






more? 


Want 


know 


to 


Ch: 


today 


i.Y- 


8047 


2377 


and 


quote SD1605 to request your 
brochure pack. 


www.st-annes.uk.com 


023 8032 8200 


Barbecue 
Busters are 
Back at 
Chalcroft 
| Farm 

f •; ’ 

h • ►- 

» J V rJT 1 r 


Burnetts Lane, West End, 
Southampton. SO30 2HU. 

www.owtons.com 

shop@owtons.co.uk 


^ #chalcroftform 


BBQ Pack one ^ 

• 2kg Spicy chicken wings 

■ 1.36kg chicken drumsticks & thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz steak burgers! 

Only £29.99 


• 1 kg Sirloin steaks 

• 1.36 chickens drumsticks & Thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz steak burgers! 


• 2.2kg pork sausages 

• 1kg sirloin steaks 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2kg chicken drumsticks & Thighs 

• 1kg Minted lamb chops 

• 2kg spicy chicken wings 
FREE 48 x 4oz steaks burgers 

Amazing value at £59.99 

ORDER NOW! 

Tel: 023 8060 1154 


n 

Netley Court 


i Hartford Care family 

Now open 
call Lucy Hogan 
on 02380 450320 
or visit 

www.hartfordcare.co.uk 


CARE, 

COMFORT & 
COMPANIONSHIP 
IN A STUNNING 
WATERFRONT 
LOCATION 
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Howe has 
hopes of a 
‘difficult’ 
pre-season 

MANAGER Eddie Howe has 
revealed he is weighing up 
several “attractive offers” for 
Cherries’ pre-season schedule. 

Howe has confirmed a training 
camp abroad is almost certain to 
be on the agenda ahead of 
Cherries’ debut campaign in the 
Premier League. 

And although no firm plans 
have yet been put in place, Howe 
is pondering a return to Europe 
or considering the possibility of 
venturing farther afield. 

Cherries enjoyed a fruitful trip 
to Austria and south Germany 
ahead of their first season in the 
Championship and visited 
Switzerland last summer. 

Howe said: “There will be a tour 
and we are in discussion with 
various people as to where it will 
be. 

“We have received some 
attractive offers in terms of 
where people want us to go so 
will try to find the right place. 

“Our training camps and games 
abroad in the past couple of 
years have been really beneficial 
and have had a big impact on us 
having good seasons.” 

Howe said Cherries could also 
factor in European opposition to 
their pre-season friendly 
campaign and added he 
anticipated sending teams to 
play a couple of local non-league 
clubs. 

“Now we are in the Premier 
League, the opposition we will be 
looking to play will be slightly 
different,” said Howe. 

“Usually, we are the ones going 
to Premier League clubs asking 
for friendlies and this will be a 
new experience for us. 

“We may look at playing teams 
from abroad. As we didn’t know 
whether we would be in the 
playoffs or promoted 
automatically, nothing has been 
confirmed, but our schedule will 
take shape soon. 

“We would never lose our roots 
and, where possible, will 
continue to support our local 
clubs because I think that is very 
important. 

“The number of friendlies 
against non-league opposition 
may have to change because we 
are looking at putting together a 
really demanding schedule to 
adjust the players to the Premier 
League. 

“We want to get the most 
difficult pre-season we can in 
terms of the opposition but we 
will still be out and about visiting 
one or two local teams. 

“Pre-season is going to be key 
and the players will be ready. 
They have deserved this chance 
with all the hard work and 
dedication they have given.” 


Gosling says team 
must show no fear 



Dan Gosling in action for Cherries. 


MIDFIELDER Dan Gosling reckons Cherries 
can avoid a severe shelling from the Premier 
League’s big guns - provided they don’t cower 
in the bunker. 

The 25-year-old former Everton man is one 
of only five existing Cherries players with top¬ 
flight experience (ex-Saint Andrew Surman is 
one of the others) having made 14 starts and 
32 substitute appearances in the league during 
spells with the Toffees and Newcastle. 

Gosling found first-team opportunities hard to 
come by during his first season at Dean Court 
having made the summer switch from Tyneside 
as a free agent. 

But with a bounty of elite experience under 
his belt, the ex-England under-21 international 
advised his colleagues to maintain their title¬ 
winning swagger when they mix it with the 
household stars. 

Gosling said: “I have been to all the big Pre¬ 
mier League stadiums and it is a totally differ¬ 
ent kettle of fish to anything else you experience 
in football. 


“When you turn up on the coach and see Old 
Trafford and the big stars arriving for the first 
time, it can be quite daunting. 

“As a team, it is important for us to believe we 
are not a small club and that we belong on that 
platform. If we go there in awe of everything 
then I don’t think we will do ourselves justice. 

“We went up as champions and earned the 
right to play on the biggest stage so we should 
show no fear and go there with a lot of pride and 
confidence. 

“If any little insight from me can help the 
lads, then great, but the boys have a good 
idea of what it is about and we have a pretty 
level-headed bunch so I am sure all of us will 
be ready. ” 

Everton snapped up Brixham-born Gosling, 
then aged 17, for a reported seven-figure fee in 
January 2008 from Plymouth Argyle. 

He scored four goals in 22 Premier League 


matches at Goodison, as well as a memorable 
strike in an FA Cup Merseyside derby against 
Liverpool before a controversial switch to New¬ 
castle in July 2010. 

“A lot of time has passed since my move to 
Everton. I remember being a bit star-struck at 
the time but as soon as you start mixing with 
everyone, you realise they are all normal guys,” 
he added. 

“The level of professionalism goes up a notch 
with the top players and we will all need to 
match them because if we don’t, we could get 
turned over.” 

On the prospect of staying up, Gosling contin¬ 
ued: “We like to dictate possession and imple¬ 
ment our style of play so who knows what we 
can achieve? We are great going forward and 
have a solid back four. 

“Maybe the gaffer will bring in some experi¬ 
ence as well. We will give it our best shot and, 
hopefully, we can compete.’’each individual club 
during a season. 


GOT A STORY FOR US? EMAIL WORDS AND PIX TO echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Premiership Spotlight 




Eunan O’Kane. 


returns to make point 


O’Kane 

COMEBACK king Eunan O’Kane 
cannot wait to prove a point to for¬ 
mer club Everton - six years after 
his Goodison Park departure. 

The 24-year-old joined the Toffees 
youth ranks in 2007 but was released 
two years later due to his diminutive 
size. 

However, next season, the Derry- 
born midfielder could finally strut 
his stuff alongside Everton in the 
Premier League having earned pro¬ 
motion to the top flight with Cher¬ 
ries. 

And Liverpool fan O’Kane, who 
arrived at Cherries in 2012 follow¬ 
ing spells at Coleraine and Torquay, 
feels his potential involvement indi¬ 
cates his career turnaround. 

He said: “It wasn’t too long ago that 
I was told I was too small to play in 
the Premier League. 

“At the time, I wasn’t as big as I am 
now. Maybe Everton were right at 


that point but it’s nice having been 
told that to virtually give them two 
fingers.” 

Reflecting on the upcoming cam¬ 
paign, O’Kane added: “I think if I 
had to pick one game that I wanted 
to play in and no more, I would say 
Liverpool at Anfield. 

“But all the grounds will be amaz¬ 
ing. When we went to Aston Villa 
in the FA Cup, the ground, the at¬ 
mosphere, the pitch and everything 
about the place was incredible. 

“It’s a long way from some of the 
grounds I’ve been to in League Two 
and that will be a nice change.” 

After commanding a regular start¬ 
ing place in the Cherries line-up 
at the start of the 2014-15 season, 
O’Kane was pushed down the peck¬ 
ing order following Andrew Sur- 
man’s arrival ahead of the closure 
of the summer transfer window. 

Following the turn of the year, 


O’Kane was on the end of an X-rated 
challenge by Watford’s Daniel Pudil, 
which sidelined him for six weeks. 

And that was to prove the former 
Torquay man’s final Championship 
game of the campaign. 

O’Kane added: “Of course, I want 
to be playing and involved and al¬ 
though promotion is great from eve¬ 
ryone’s point of view, it was slightly 
frustrating that I didn’t play as 
much as I wanted to. 

“The lads did so well and per¬ 
formed to such high levels for long 
periods of time. 

“Watching the Charlton match on 
the final day of the season, you had 
to appreciate just how good we were, 
which was part of the reason why it 
was a frustrating year for me. 

“My injury hampered me but, in 
the summer, hopefully, I’ll have a 
good pre-season and force my way 
into the team.” 



Eunan O’Kane. 


Cherries 
are ‘linked 
with a host 
of players’ 

CHERRIES boss Eddie Howe 
believes increased speculation 
surrounding possible transfer 
targets is “something we are 
going to have to get used to”. 

Cherries have been linked with a 
host of players - including some 
high-profile names - since their 
promotion to the Premier League. 

An article in The Daily Telegraph 
last week claimed the Dorset outfit 
had tabled a club-record £5 million 
bid for Sporting Braga’s 
Portuguese striker Eder. 

And various national newspaper 
reports over the weekend 
suggested strikers Dimitar 
Berbatov, Jermain Defoe and 
Obafemi Martins were also on 
Howe’s wish-list. 

The Daily Express said Cherries 
were interested in veteran 
Bulgarian Berbatov who moved to 
Monaco in January following spells 
with Fulham, Spurs and 
Manchester United. 

And news of Cherries’ apparent 
desire to bring back former loan 
star Defoe should Sunderland lose 
their top-flight status appeared in 
The Daily Mirror. 

Other players rumoured to be 
Cherries targets include 
Manchester City’s Micah Richards, 
Everton’s Sylvain Distin and Luke 
Garbutt, Brentford playmaker Jota 
and Celtic defender Charlie 
Mulgrew. 

Since returning to Dean Court in 
October 2012, Howe has always 
resisted the temptation to make 
wholesale changes to his squad 
during the transfer windows. 

And while Cherries’ rivals in the 
Championship drafted in a number 
of new recruits in January, Howe 
kept faith with his players and they 
delivered by winning promotion. 

He is expected to adopt a similar 
approach in the lead up to next 
season. 

Howe said: “We are working hard 
on recruiting players. That quickly 
became the first thing we looked at 
once we had played the final game 
of the season. 

“We have had a lot of names 
thrown at us and there has been a 
lot of talk in the press, which is 
usually wide of the mark. 

“As always, we will conduct our 
business discreetly and try to 
improve the squad. It may take a 
bit of time and it certainly won’t be 
done in a hurry. 

“We will try to identify players 
who not only make our squad 
better but also complement the 
group we have. 

“We will be linked with a host of 
players. The speculation and 
interest in us is a lot greater than 
in the Championship so it goes 
with the territory and is something 
we are going to have to get used 
to.” 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH LOCAL SPORT AT www.dailyecho.uk 
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Email: hazborough,romsey@greeneking,co,uk 
^Managers discretion is final • **excludes bank holidays 


Facilities: Train Nearby, Shopping Nearby, On-site Parking, 
Good for Walk, Golf Course Nearby, Free Wifi, 

Dogs welcome on a lead. 




Pudding dub 
monday nights 
6pm** 


Curry and a drink 


llam-10pm Wed* 


Luzborough Pub in Poms^ 


Land 1 , South of B ursle don Road 1 . 

Jt fississix AubU'J Comultiillon 

Turley would like to inform you that 
an outline planning application for 
up to 180 houses, with associated 
infrastructure and around 26 acres 
of publicly accessible open space, 
will shortly be submitted to the 
Local Authority on land South of 
Bursledon Road, Bursledon 

You are invited to view and 
comment on the proposals. 

The public consultation event will take place on 

May 20th 2015 from 3.30pm to 8pm 


at 

Bursledon 
Community Centre, 

Portsmouth Road, 
Bursledon, 

S0318ES 

1 


A beautiful village pub/restaurant on the edge of Romsey 
The Luzborough House is packed full of character and has 
bags full of history to go with it. We serve food from 
1 lam-10pm and we always have fantastic food offers on. 
We also have award winning beers on offer. 



FREE SUPER-FAST WIFI 


FREETRANSFER 


SOUTHAMPTON 


Boutique 4* breaks in Guernsey at Fermain Valley/ quote-bubblesi | (3 




ton 


4 star luxury flight inclusive packages 


Enjoy an enchanted stay in Guernsey and choose from a 
3, y or 7 night boutique break at the Fermain Valley Hotel. 

Our 3 night B&B stay includes return flights, a 
complimentary 3 course meal on one evening, transfers 
from the airport and a big smile. 

Just a short flight time from the UK, this secluded retreat 
feels a world away. Overlooking a picturesque bay with 
exceptional service as standard, it’s the perfect location 
to unwind in and revitalise your senses. 

Quote BUBBLESi to receive a complimentary 
bottle of Prosecco in your room on arrival. * 

www fermainvalley. com 


0800 3i6 o3i4 or email 
► book@fermainvalley.com 


f&t 


e'uvuusv 

HOTEL GUERNSEY 

★ ★ ★ ★ 


*When booking a stay before 3 oth June 3015. f 


w the website for full terms and conditions. 


I iDl il 


my rosie 
carers I’ 
achievin 


my g 

Michael sFud'enf 


Visit our 
website for 
details of our 
forthcoming 
roadshows and 
information 


sessions 


Southampton City Council urgently needs more foster carers 
We offer: WA Ongoing training a 24-hour support WA Full funding 


www.southampton.gov.uk/ 

0800 5 19 18 18 
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STRIKING FIGURE 
GREAT FEATURES 


208 ACTIVE 


0% APR £193 


REPRESENTATIVE" per month 
Includes £400 
Deposit Contribution 


PEUGEOT208 ACTIVE 

The stunning Peugeot 208 Active. Comes with DAB digital radio, multifunction colour touchscreen, 15" alloys 
and front fog lights. And at just £193 per month, it's also very affordable. Well, there's no point designing a 
beautiful car if you can't afford to run it. Contact us today to find out more about this offer. 

MOTION & EMOTION 


PEUGEOT 


SNOWS ROMSEY 

Winchester Hill, Romsey, HAMPSHIRE, S051 7VV. 

01794 525 700 www.snows-romsey.co.uk 

Q Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km) for the 208 range are: Urban 32.8 - 78.5 (8.6 - 3.6), Extra Urban 54.3 - 88.3 (5.2 - 3.2), 
Combined 44.1 - 83.1 (6.4 - 3.4) and C02 149-87 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not 
reflect actualon-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only orvisit www.peugeot.co.uk. Aguarantee may be required. Over 18's only. Snows Romsey is acting as a credit broker 
and is not a lender. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RFI1 1QA. We will introduce you to a limited 
number of lenders to finance your purchase. All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/04/15 and 30/06/15 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete 
discretion. A Maximum 37 month period. 208 Active PureTech 1.0 VTi including metallic paint, includes £400 Peugeot deposit contribution, customer deposit £600, 36 monthly payments payable, optional final 
payment £5,213, annual mileage 6,000. Excess mileage charges may apply. The information and images here are based on the current technical data when published. The equipment shown is factory fitted or 
availableas an option at extra cost, depending on the model. As part of a policy of continuous specification improvement, Peugeot reserve the rightto modify the technicalequipment, options and colours at any time. 



New! 


Is your easy chair 
really that easy? 





Do you find it difficult to get in and out of your chair? 

We provide the very latest in Rise & Recline chairs made 
to measure and in your choice of fabric or leather. Our 
range includes the brand new ‘Hampton’ 
with reading light and fold-away table to 
make things easier for you. 

High Seat chairs are also 
available to suit your needs. 


For a personal home visit please call 

02380 555888 

Many more models in our showroom 

502 Portswood Road, 
Southampton SOI 7 3SP 

www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 



El) 


Re-upholstery 

Specialists 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 



Focus o 

rat 

Every Saturday 

in Southern Daily Echo 

Contact Lisa on 

023 8042 4999 

focusonfaith@dailyecho.co.uk 




Promote your organisation/services from 
only £10 plus vat 


We welcome editorial and 
advertising from all faiths 


800 years of history 
12 months of celebration 
One historic document 



England's finest Gothic 
cathedral and best preserved, 
original 1215 Magna Carta at 
the heart of an inspiring new 
interactive exhibition 

Salisbury Cathedral. 

Home of Magna Carta. 

Don't miss our spectacular 
'Magna Flora' Flower Festival, 

15-20 September 2015 



Local Business Directory 

dailyecho.co.uk/click2find 
02380 424975 
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MATCHWINNER: Jimmy Adams hits out on the way to the fastest fifty of his career (LMI Photography) 

Hants win in style 



DEMOLITION MAN: Fidel Edwards’ first ball for Hampshire (LMI Photography) 


JIMMY Adams celebrated the birth 
of his second son with the fastest 
half-century of his career as Hamp¬ 
shire won their first match of the 
season in style. 

Adams needed only 22 balls to 
reach fifty as Hampshire made 173-4 
against Essex at The Ageas Bowl, be¬ 
fore winning their opening T20 Blast 
match by 17 runs. 

Playing the 100th match of his do¬ 
mestic T20 career in the week that 
his second son, Joshua, was born, 
Adams hit five fours and two sixes in 
an unbeaten 55 (25 balls). 

After an opening stand of 63 from 53 
balls between Michael Carberry (36) 
and James Vince, Adams hit Jesse 
Ryder’s medium pace for successive 
fours, driven and swept, at the end of 
the tenth over as Hampshire reached 
74-1 at halfway. 

He soon lost Vince (32), caught at 
backward point to the third ball from 
Essex captain Ryan Ten Doeschate, 
who flew back from the Indian Pre¬ 
mier League on Friday morning to 
play in his side’s double-header, with 
Surrey due to visit Chelmsford to¬ 
morrow. 

But Adams received good support 
from Owais Shah, who thumped a 
23-ball 32 against his former Essex 
teammates in a partnership of 67 
from 38 balls. 

Adams hit his sixes in succes¬ 
sive overs, over long-on against the 
leg-spin of Adeel Malik, brother of 
Shoaib, and spectacularly upper-cut 
into the same block of seats against 
the pace of Shaun Tait as 16 came off 
the 14th, most expensive over. 

Shah holed out to long-on in the 


18th, attempting a repeat of his six 
against the medium pace of Jesse Ry¬ 
der a few balls earlier. Ryder did not 
lost long when Essex began their re¬ 
ply under the Ageas Bowl floodlights. 

After the opening over from Will 
Smith, the Kiwi’s off stump was up¬ 
rooted when he played on against 
Chris Wood’s third delivery 


Then Fidel Edwards (4-0-26-1) 
showed the quality that made him a 
Test star when he dismantled Nick 
Browne’s stumps on the left-hander’s 
T20 debut. Bowling with genuine 
pace, Edwards’ unplayable yorker - 
his first delivery at The Ageas Bowl 
on his T20 Blast debut - reduced Es¬ 
sex to 5-2 at the beginning of their 


third over. 

Kishen Velani’s 17-ball 21 included 
two fours and a six from four Wood 
deliveries before he was bowled 
midway through Yasir Arafat’s first 
over for Hampshire. Greg Smith, 
whose spectacular catch as he ran 
towards mid-wicket from long-on 
accounted for Sean Ervine (nine) 
in Hampshire’s final over, briefly 
threatened. His 21-ball 30 included a 
six over long-on against Will Smith’s 
off-spin, but his namesake soon had 
his revenge, with the South African 
stumped by former Essex man Adam 
Wheater. 

Ten Doeschate, who flies back to 
India on Sunday to finish his stint 
with the Kolkata Knight Riders, kept 
Essex in the game with a 44-ball 68. 

He shared 28 with Smith and an¬ 
other 21 in three overs with James 
Foster, who was caught by substi¬ 
tute Liam Dawson at long-off. Danny 
Briggs (2-33) had his second wicket 
in three balls when he bowled debu¬ 
tant Callum Taylor at the beginning 
of his next over. 

With Graham Napier the seventh- 
wicket partner for Ten Doeschate, 
Essex were still in it. But after a 
majestic maximum against Wood 
(4-0-37-2), he nicked the left-armer’s 
next ball to leave the visitors 135-6 - 
needing 39 from three overs. When 
Dawson ran out Adeel Malik with 
a direct hit from mid-wicket, Ten 
Doeschate kept Essex hopes alive 
with two sixes in four balls against 
Edwards and Arafat, before the lat¬ 
ter took two wickets in as many balls 
as Essex were dismissed for 156 with 
three balls remaining. 


‘Death’ 
trio give 
options 

YASIR Arafat and Fidel 
Edwards have given 
Hampshire valuable extra 
options at the death in the 
T20 Blast. 

That is the verdict of Jimmy 
Adams after he saw the pair 
impress in the win against 
Essex at The Ageas Bowl on 
Friday night. 

Arafat (3-27) bowled Shaun 
Tait and Ryan ten Doeschate 
with the last two deliveries as 
Hampshire bowled out Essex 
for 156 to complete a win. 
And Fidel Edwards (1-26)and 
Chris Wood (2-37) struck 
early on to set the tone with 
the ball. 

Adams believes all three 
give Hampshire a vital 
advantage as the county 
targets a record sixth 
appearance at T20 Finals 
Day. He said: “We had Corky 
(Dominic Cork) a few years 
ago and Kyle Abbott and 
Woody were excellent last 
year. But with Yasir and Fidel 
we’ve got that third option 
now. That’s very handy 
because it’s not always 
everyone’s day. Woody bowls 
well at the death, Yasir’s 
proven there and Fidel, with 
his pace, can be a handful if 
he gets his yorkers right.” 



WIN: Yasir Arafat 


Jimmy’s 
‘J Club’ 

JIMMY Adams laughed that 
his youngest son has joined 
the family ‘J club’ after 
naming him Joshua. 

Hampshire’s LV County 
Championship captain 
already has a son called 
Jonah and admitted it took 
some time to decide on a 
name with wife Donna after 
she gave birth to another boy 
on Monday morning. 

He said: “It took a while for 
us to settle on a name - we 
were trying to avoid another 
‘J’ as our dog’s called Juno! 
Joshua arrived on the day he 
was due - in a hurry on 
Monday morning the little 
sod.! We’re really happy but 
just need to get some sleep 
back.” 

There is something of a 
baby boom at Hampshire, 
with James Tomlinson, Sean 
Ervine, Danny Briggs and Joe 
Gatting also new dads. 
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DEBUT: Fidel Edwards celebrates 

Confidence boost 



RAPID: Jimmy Adams acknowledges the applause for his 22-ball fifty 


AS Hampshire’s LV County Cham¬ 
pionship captain, Jimmy Adams is 
hoping the confidence gained from 
the T20 win against Essex is taken 
into this week’s match against divi¬ 
sion one leaders Middlesex. 

The first day of Championship 
match against Middlesex begins at 
The Ageas Bowl on Sunday, with 
Hampshire looking for their first win 
of the season. 

After the T20 win against Essex, 
Adams said: “T20 can free you up so 
hopefully that will do us the world of 
good. 

“Sometimes you can get bogged 
down in the intensity of four-day 
cricket but hopefully we can move 
forward on all fronts now. 

“We know what we’re doing in T20, 
we felt if we got things right today 
we had a strong sense of belief in the 
four-day stuff and hopefully this can 
kick start our season. 

“It’s a big confidence boost, there’s 
nothing like winning a game to give 
you a bit of extra belief. Four years 
ago we had a really tough start to the 
year, far harder than what we’ve had 
this time around. 

“A little weight has been lifted 
again, there’s an enormous sense of 
relief when you get that first win. It’s 
a huge fillip, and has put a spring in 
our step.” 

Seeing Edwards bowl with genuine 
pace on Friday night will have given 
Hampshire extra belief. 

“That will have done Fidel the world 
of good,” said Adams, who missed 
Edwards’ debut in the 305-run defeat 
against Yorkshire last week due to 
the birth of his second son. 


“It was a tough baptism [for Fidel] 
at Headingley by all accounts, it was 
very cold but we saw against Essex 
that he’s still got that pace and I sup¬ 
pose a slightly awkward action to go 
with it. 

“He can be a real asset for us.” 

Adams kept up to date with all the 
events at Yorkshire last week thanks 


to the BBC Radio Solent commentary. 

“It’s not very easy listening on the 
radio, I would rather have been up 
there playing but I enjoyed listening 
to all the guys and thought Dave Al¬ 
len was excellent - it’s nice hearing to 
his lovely ramblings on Hampshire 
past and present. 

“It’s a shame the game didn’t go our 


way but we won’t be the only team 
that struggles against Yorkshire at 
Headingley. 

“Middlesex are also going well but 
in a sense every game is against a 
strong side. We knew our start to the 
year was going to be tough and Mid¬ 
dlesex are in a rich vein of form. 

“We’ve got in good positions with¬ 
out kicking on so hopefully this is 
the one where we do kick on.” 

Adams paid tribute to T20 captain 
James Vince and Michael Carberry, 
after their partnership of 63 from 
the first 53 balls of the match gave 
him licence to attack. 

He added: “It was an easy-paced 
wicket, a bit of pace on the ball is 
always nice and fortunately we were 
able to make the most of it. Carbs 
and Vince are proven performers in 
this game, they’re quality players 
and we’re very lucky to have them at 
the top. They’re very hard to bowl at 
and so it proved again today 

“That platform gives you a bit of 
freedom and the first few balls I hit 
found gaps, which got me off to a fli¬ 
er. It;’s been a tough start to the year 
so it was nice to start this on the right 
foot. Most things went to plan. We 
thought 173 was just above par. One 
of the boundaries was a bit shorter 
so you always want a few more. And 
Ryan Ten Doeschate played a gem 
of an innings that kept them in the 
game. He was unfortunate to be on 
the wrong side of the result.” 

Hampshire team v Middlesex 
(from): J Adams, Dawson, Carberry, 
Vince, Smith, Ervine, Wheater, Berg, 
A Adams, Briggs, Edwards, Tomlin¬ 
son, Wheal. 


Colly the 
man for 
England 

HAMPSHIRE coach Dale 
Benkenstein reckons Paul 
Collingwood should be the 
new England coach. 

Yorkshire coach Jason 
Gillespie has been the name 
most strongly linked with the 
post that has been vacant 
since the sacking of Peter 
Moores. 

But Benkenstein reckons 
his former Durham teammate, 
who played 68 Tests for 
England from 2003-11, and 
coached Scotland at this 
year’s World Cup, would be a 
fine choice. 

He said: “Paul Collingwood 
would be my man for the job. 
It’s good to have an 
Englishman coaching 
England. 

“People always talk about 
Pietersen but it would be 
interesting to see the stats of 
how England have fared 
before and after Colly retired 
from one-day and Test 
cricket. 

“He was very much part of 
the glue and the energy and 
the fight that England 
showed. Having played with 
him at Durham and seen the 
way he goes about his cricket 
he would be a great man for 
the job.” 



Dale Benkenstein 


Best four 
‘on paper’ 

HAMPSHIRE director of 
cricket Giles White believes 
the county has started the 
LV County Championship 
season by playing the 
competition’s best four 
teams. 

Defeats to Sussex and 
Yorkshire have sandwiched 
draws against Warwickshire 
and Nottinghamshire - and 
Division One leaders 
Middlesex provide the 
opposition for the next game, 
which starts at The Ageas 
Bowl on Sunday. 

White said: “We’ve played 
the best four teams on paper 
in our first four games. There 
were periods when we did 
well against Yorkshire but we 
didn’t stay in the game for 
long enough and were behind 
the eight-ball. 

“The bowlers have been 
outstanding but we’ve got to 
find more runs from 
somewhere.” 
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Hampshire Cricket nostalgia: Hampshire v Middlesex 


The day hat-trick hero 
Billy stunned Strauss 



Dimi Mascarenhas took nine cheap wickets against Middlesex in 2001 



Shane Warne 


BILLY Taylor grabbed the 
early headlines when Hamp¬ 
shire last defeated Mid¬ 
dlesex on home soil in the 
County Championship. 

The seam bowler claimed a 
hat-trick on the first morn¬ 
ing of the Division 1 en¬ 
counter at The Ageas Bowl 
in May 2006, to set up a ten- 
wicket victory for Shane 
Warne’s men. 

Taylor had already claimed 
the wicket of Ed Smith, as 
Middlesex struggled to 52-3 
after skipper Ben Hutton 
won the toss and chose to 
bat. 

Nick Compton was next to 
go when Taylor forced him 
to edge to John Crawley in 
the slips. 52-4. 

Paul Weekes was clean 
bowled the very next ball. 
52-5. 

And Taylor was in dream¬ 
land when he completed 
what was to prove the only 
hat-trick of his first class 
career when he rearranged 
Ben Scott’s stumps. 52-6. 

Taylor later removed 
tailender Chris Silverwood 
to end with career best fig¬ 
ures of 6-32 as the stunned 
visitors were skittled all out 
for 98. 

Hampshire piled on the 
agony, ending the first day 
on 262-4 with Crawley (55) 
and Australian Dominic 
Thornley (65) hitting half- 
centuries. 

Wicket-keeper Nic Pothas 
took centre stage on day two, 
hitting exactly 100, while 
the home side’s tail wagged 
thanks to Dimi Mascarenhas 
(38), Warne (22) and Shaun 
Udal (28), as Hampshire 
reached 426. 

England’s Andrew Strauss 
did his best to avert total 
humiliation for Middlesex, 
compiling 141 in the second 
innings before he was leg be¬ 
fore to Warne. 

The Australian leg-spin 
legend finished with 7-99 as 
Middlesex managed to clock 
up 344. 

That remains Warne’s best 
Championship figures for 
Hampshire, beating his pre¬ 
vious best 6-34. 

That left Hampshire the 
simple task of hitting 18 for 
victory, which Jimmy Ad¬ 



Owais Shah hit a half century against Hampshire in 2005 



Nic Pothas is congratulated on his century against Middlesex 
in 2005 by Shane Warne 


ams and Michael Carberry 
managed in less than three 
overs as victory was com¬ 
pleted within three days. 

• Chris Tremlett and 
Shane Warne shared eight 
second innings wickets 
when Hampshire defeated 
Middlesex at The Ageas 
Bowl in May 2005. 

Tremlett bagged 4-58 and 
Warne 4-59 as the visitors 
were dismissed for 236 to 
lose by 64 runs. 

Middlesex had enjoyed a 
slender first innings lead. 

John Crawley, batting at 
number four, top-scored 
with 84 as Hampshire were 


bowled out for 275 on the 
first day. 

Current Hampshire bats¬ 
man Owais Shah top-scored 
with 83 in reply, as Mid¬ 
dlesex recovered from 27-3 
to establish a four-run first 
innings advantage. 

Hampshire were indebt¬ 
ed to their lower order for 
reaching 304 second time 
around. 

No 7 bat Nic Pothas top- 
scored with 65, while Sean 
Ervine (30 at No 8) and Dimi 
Mascarenhas (44 not out at 
No 9) added what proved cru¬ 
cial runs. 

• Dimi Mascarenhas was 
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Billy Taylor celebrates his hat-trick after dismissing Ben Scott in 2006 


the architect of Hampshire’s 
five-wicket Championship 
victory over Middlesex in 
the first season at The Ageas 
Bowl in September 2001. 

He bagged career-best fig¬ 
ures of 6-26 on the first day 
of the Division 2 encounter 
as the visitors were routed 
for just 101. 

In all, 18 wickets fell on day 
one, as Hampshire limped to 
99-7 at stumps. 

Will Kendall and Robin 
Smith both fell for ducks, as 
the hosts dipped to 23-4 and 
then 63-7. 

Hampshire were indebted 
to No 8 Adrian Aymes (57no) 


and No 9 Shaun Udal (62) for 
their 102-run eighth wicket 
stand which was totally at 
odds with what had gone on 
before. 

Their efforts helped Hamp¬ 
shire open up a first innings 
lead of 90. 

In reply, Andrew Strauss 
suddenly made batting look 
easy as he made 112 and 
Kiwi great Stephen Fleming 
added 74. 

But Mascarenhas proved 
equally hard to score off 
again, returning the highly 
impressive figures of 17-11- 
21-3 as the visitors were dis¬ 
missed for 253. 


That left Hampshire need¬ 
ing 166 for victory, and they 
initially made hard work of 
it. 

Zimbabwean Neil Johnson 
strode to the crease at 27-3, 
and his unbeaten 74 - plus 
an undefeated 29 from John 
Francis - eventually took 
Hampshire to a five-wicket 
success. 

• Hampshire produced 
a superb victory over Mid¬ 
dlesex at Southampton’s 
County Ground in Septem¬ 
ber 2008 - after conceding a 
first innings lead of 126. 

Andrew Strauss, batting 
at number three, top-scored 


with 83 and veteran Mike 
Gatting hit 77 as Middlesex 
piled up 437. 

Giles White led Hamp¬ 
shire’s reply, top-scoring 
with 105, but the hosts need¬ 
ed Dimi Mascarenhas’ 63 at 
number seven to finish on 
311. 

Skipper Keith Brown de¬ 
clared Middlesex’s second 
innings on 173 for 2, leaving 
Hampshire needing 300 for 
victory 

John Stephenson cracked 
105 and along with White, 
put on 141 for the first wick¬ 
et. 

Will Kendall was unbeaten 


on 78, as Hampshire reached 
their target for the loss of 
just three wickets. 

• Chris Smith was the star 
of Hampshire’s eight-wicket 
victory over Middlesex in 
June 1987 at Southampton’s 
County Ground. 

After the second day was 
washed out by rain, a couple 
of declarations meant that 
the hosts were left needing 
270 for victory. 

Smith and Paul Terry (59) 
put on 128 for the first wick¬ 
et, and Smith was still there 
at the finish, unbeaten on 
132. Skipper Mark Nicholas 
added 49. 



Chris Smith gives a signed 
bat to Christopher Dunn 
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Home Choose Caipets 

III A 



Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING ‘ FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


Free insurance 
with each new 


I ' 



• USED EQUIPMENT 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


Call NOW 

Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 



OPEN EVENING 


WEDNESDAY 24TH JUNE 2015 
6.00PM - 8.00PM 

The Governors of St Anne's invite parents of girls 
in Years 4 and 5 to an Open Evening 
for admission to Year 7 


In addition to the 
Open Evening you 
are invited to see the 
school in action. 
Please arrive for 
guided tours between 
9:00am & 10:00am 
on the 

24th June 2015 




CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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BRAND NEW 


CHADWICK LODGE, DEVONSHIRE ROAD 

Situated in the historic port of Southampton, 
Chadwick Lodge is ideally located for the 
local shops and amenities and is within easy 
reach of the city centre and cruise port. 


ABBEY LODGE, BRIDGE ROAD 

Located in the exquisite market town of Romsey, 
Abbey Lodge is well-located for the town centre 
shops and markets, theatre and leisure centre 
and for exploring the beautiful surrounding 
Hampshire countryside. 


To request a brochure, Freephone 

0800 458 1849 

or visit churchillretirement.co.uk 


TRUST IN US 


UK OVER 50s 

HOUSING AWARDS 


WINNERS 

2009 - 2014 . 


Ill 

AS VOTED FOR BY 
OUR CUSTOMERS 


Home is at the heart of an enjoyable retirement 


Nothing to worry 
about - except what 
shall I have for lunch! 


A beautiful Churchill Retirement Living apartment means 
your retirement can be as peaceful or as busy as you like. 

You can enjoy outings and exercise - or simply stroll and relax 
in the garden, completely stress-free! Our developments are 
conveniently located close to local shops and amenities, include 
security and communal maintenance and a social calendar for 
you to join in with as much, or as little as you want to. 


YOUR HOME-WITH 
ADDED PEACE OF MIND 

• Lodge Manager 

• Owners' Lounge 

• Maintenance-free garden 

• 24-hour Careline 

• CCTV security entrance system 

• Close to local shops and amenities 


EASTLEIGH 

CHARLOTTE LODGE, ARCHERS ROAD 

Charlotte Lodge enjoys a unique location 
opposite Eastleigh Park and bandstand 
and within easy reach of the town centre 
shops and amenities and close to two local 
country parks. 

Church ill 

Retirement Living^^ 


SOUTHAMPTON 


ROMSEY 
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Hill makes Payne his first summer signing 
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New Eastleigh signing Josh Payne holds off pressure from Lee Noble of Dartford while playing for Woking in 2013 


Richard's Josh joy 



Eastleigh manager Richard Hill has made his first close season signing in Josh Payne 


EASTLEIGH have made their first 
summer signing with the addition of 
former Saints youngster Josh Payne 
on a one-year deal from Vanarama 
Conference rivals Woking, writes 
PETER HOWARD. 

The midfielder, who has much Foot¬ 
ball League experience, also had a 
spell at Portsmouth during his train¬ 
ee years before finishing his develop¬ 
ment at West Ham United, where he 
made three first-team appearances. 

Basingstoke-born Payne made 43 
appearances for the Cards this sea¬ 
son, netting eight times, before swap¬ 
ping Kingfield for Stoneham Lane, 
as manager Richard Hill starts his 
summer recruitment after releasing 
seven players. 

Payne’s final game for the Surrey 
club was on the last day of the regu¬ 
lar league season when he scored 
the opening goal in a 3-2 win against 
Halifax, before being sent off late on. 

Woking had expected to negotiate 
news terms with Payne after an im¬ 
pressive season, with the club’s direc¬ 
tor Geoff Chappie stating yesterday: 
“I’m sure we’ll be talking to Josh 
soon.” 

But ultra ambitious Eastleigh have 
jumped at the opportunity to seal 
the services of the player, who is 
described by his former charges as 
a “powerful central midfielder, with 
excellent passing ability and a fierce 
shot”. 

The 24-year-old signs on a one-year 
deal as the Spitfires look to build on 
their impressive fourth place finish 
in their first season in the confer¬ 
ence. 

After graduating from the Ham¬ 


mers’ academy, Payne became the 
first person from Basingstoke to ever 
play in the Premier League. 

He made two substitute appear¬ 
ances for West Ham in the top-flight 
- against Blackburn and Liverpool in 
March 2009, a total of 11 minutes in 
both games - and made a single start 
in a 3-1 win over Millwall in the Car¬ 


ling Cup the following season. 

Payne’s time at Upton Park was in¬ 
tertwined with loan spells in League 
One with Cheltenham Town and Col¬ 
chester United before playing for Wy¬ 
combe in League Two. 

After moving from London, Payne 
was snapped up by Doncaster Rovers 
and then moved to Oxford United. 


In 2012, Payne signed for Aldershot 
but, after making 18 appearances for 
the Shots, he had his contract ter¬ 
minated after receiving a 12-month 
prison sentence in December 2012. 

Woking then signed Payne on his 
release from jail and made 82 appear¬ 
ances for the Cards, earning three 
England C caps in the process. 


Poole are 
keeping 
on quartet 

MANAGER Tom Killick insists 
there will be no summer 
overhaul at Poole Town, after 
agreeing terms with four 
members of his existing squad. 

Five defeats in the final nine 
games of last season saw the 
Dolphins surrender the 
Southern League title in 
heartbreaking fashion to Corby, 
before losing to St Neots in the 
promotion play-offs. 

But despite the disappointing 
end, Killick has declared his 
intent to keep hold of the club’s 
senior stars and started by 
confirming the retention of 
experienced quartet Michael 
Walker, Carl Pettefer, Steve 
Devlin and Carl Preston, ahead 
of Poole’s push to go one 
better. 

“Negotiations are ongoing 
with a number of players and 
more should follow in the 
coming weeks,” said Killick. “I 
am hoping to keep hold of 
pretty much everyone. 

“The only difficulty we may 
have is with Harrison Gilkes, 
who is now living in Reading 
permanently. 

“It could be a tricky one to 
resolve.” 



Poole manager Tom Killick 

Five sign 
fresh deal 

EX-WINCHESTER striker Chris 
Flood is one of five players 
to have signed new contracts 
at Conference South outfit 
Basingstoke Town. Defender 
Tom Bird, midfielders Simon 
Dunn and Louie Soares and 
strikers Flood and Lloyd 
Macklin have all penned new 
one-year deals. 
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